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China terminated emergency response to all epidemic area of H7N9 avian flu
China National CDC news.cqnews.net  2013-05-31 08:53:08 Source: Xinhua Net

Henan Province Health Department emergency office on May 30 told Xinhua News Agency reporter, Hunan's
Zhoukou City has terminated the influenza epidemic emergency response on May 28, 2913. At this point, all China
terminated influenza epidemic emergency response for H7N9 avian influenza epidemic, the relevant prevention and
control work get into the normal management.

March 31, 2013, the National HFPC, in accordance with the Shanghai health department’s initiative monitoring,
organized experts diagnosed and published in accordance with the law, that Shanghai in China found the world’s first
human infection case of H7N9 avian influenza. In these two months, in mainland China, a total of 10 provinces and
39 cities reported a diagnosed case(s) of H7N9 avian influenza.

According to Chinese official statistics, as of May 27, 2013, the Chinese mainland reported a total of 130
diagnosed cases of H7N9 avian influenza, of which 37 cases has died.

Analysts told that the Chinese terminated the influenza epidemic emergency response to H7N9 avian flu epidemic,
indicating that this fatal new subtype influenza virus infection is in a preventable state of the epidemic, the existing
evidence is not enough to prove the occurrence of human-to-human transmission.

China found that the diagnosed cases of H7N9 avian influenza had a peak in April. Since entering in May, the
number of diagnosed cases in mainland China has decreased significantly.

Shanghai city, where the first case was diagnosed, first announced the termination of human infection H7N9 avian
influenza epidemic emergency response on May 10, 2013, subsequently, Zhejiang, Shandong, Jiangsu, Hunan,
Jiangxi, Fujian, Anhui, Beijing, Henan have also terminated the influenza epidemic emergency response, monitoring
H7NO prevention and control become normalized.

Studies have shown that the H7N9 avian influenza virus has seasonal characteristics similar to those of other avian
influenza viruses: its activity increases in poultry in winter season and is reduced after the summer season.

Feng Zijian, chief of the Health and Emergency Center in China National CDC (Center for Disease Control and
Prevention), recognizes that H7N9 newly confirmed cases are reduced and stopped, in addition to the season's
transition, Chinese government’s timely and effective prevention/control measures is a key factor.

Compared with the SARS epidemic of 10 years ago, the Chinese government, this time, responded to the H7N9
avian influenza epidemic by matured, opened and transparent manner, disclosed H7N9 case information; and timely
updated, in the shortest possible time, took the initiative to disclose the country's H7N9 avian influenza case situation,
and timely updated the epidemic, with scientific mobilization of resources, launched a close international
cooperation.

(This phrase is not true for their announcement after April 25!: When HIN1 Swine flu occurred, they released the
relevant information every day, they suddenly changed to weekly report, and they only reveal the fact on death case
on provincial or city base, further, they use total number of death case. This has overcurtained whether the death case
is a previously reported or not, their announcement is remaining undefined.)

The State’s National HFPC, to the local government departments, issued an epidemic prevention and control
programs, where they requested all levels of medical institutions when diagnosed any H7N9 avian influenza cases
they should directly report on the network within 2 hours, and should trace, monitor, and examine the patient(s)’ close
contacts after the incident in a timely manner.

As the H7N9 avian influenza virus is speculated that contact with poultry, the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture, in
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the first time, developed emergency monitoring program, a comprehensive poultry epidemic investigation and virus
surveillance.

The Ministry of Agriculture has sent a number of working groups to the epidemic area to help guide the local
veterinary departments to carry out monitoring and investigation work, requested to focus on the live poultry
market(s) and farm(s) at patient's location and the surrounding areas, and to collect and examine the relevant samples.

Suspend all the live poultry transactions in the province and cities where the epidemic has found, strengthen the
epidemic prevention management at large scale poultry farms and so on. After the closure of the live poultry
market(s), the number of newly diagnosed cases in the affected area has been significantly reduced.

An editorial, British authoritative science magazine "Nature", published at the end of April, said, China's response
to the H7N9 avian flu this time, was rapid enough in response and measures taken was appropriate, "China has
changed the past negative image of dealing with the epidemic.”

Feng Zijian said, H7N9 avian influenza monitoring was shifted to normal one from the emergency state, however,
it does not mean that the prevention and control of H7N9 can be relaxed, health and disease control departments
should remain vigilant and pay close attention to the epidemic changes.

China's official report this month pointed out that although the evidence currently available is not sufficient to
prove the occurrence of human-to-human infection, the H7N9 avian influenza virus can become more likely to spread
among people than any other known avian influenza virus. China is stepping up efforts to improve the H7N9 avian
influenza prevention and control technology.

China's Ministry of Science and Technology in early April launched a science and technology emergency
prevention and control research projects, focusing on the development of clinical diagnostic reagents, vaccine
development work, which, H7N9 avian influenza preventive vaccine development is expected to be completed within
7 months.
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