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China: Hong Kong confirmed its first H7N9 avian influenza case
Global influenza Information Net kickingbird www.flu.org.en  2013-12-03 09:27  Source:
Hong Kong Government News Network
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Hong Kong Food and Health Secretary Gao Yongwen said that Hong Kong diagnosed the first human infection
case of H7NO avian influenza, the patient (FT#142) is a 36-year-old Indonesian (Miyamoto’s note: This article
revealed that the case is not Indian but Indonesian people) domestic helper. She went to Shenzhen and had eaten
slaughtered live chicken there. The government has decided to raise the response level from 'alert' to 'serious' under
its preparedness plan for influenza pandemic, and take a series of measures, including the suspension of the supply of
live chickens from three registered poultry farms in Shenzhen to Hong Kong.

Gao Yongwen today (December 2, 2013) presided over the preparedness plan for influenza pandemic steering
committee. He talked to the media, that the patient developed sickness on November 21; went to a private doctor for
treatment on November 25 and 26. On November 27, due to shortness of breath, she was admitted to Tuen Mun
Hospital. On November 29, she was transferred to the ICU but situation turned to worthen. On November 30,
transferred to the Queen Mary Hospital for treatment, though the situation is critical currently.

He said that according to the limited information provided by patient, she went to Shenzhen on November 17, and
ate local slaughtered live chicken after cooking, so initially she was considered to be an imported case. The CHP is
conducting an epidemiological survey, hoping to identify the source of infection and the mode of transmission as
soon as possible and isolate them as required. The Center is tracking a medical staff who has been in contact with the
patient. All the patient's family who have contacted her has been sent to Princess Margaret Hospital for isolation.
Four of them have mild symptoms and the virus test will be conducted for virology as soon as possible.

He pointed out that the hospitals will start a contingency plan for level change, strengthen the implementation of
supervision and monitoring of suspected cases of infection and other surveillance measures. In addition, as a
precautionary measure, the authorities have contacted the National Administration of Quality Inspection and
Quarantine, tentatively suspended the three live chicken farms in Shenzhen to supply them to Hong Kong. By the
Protection Center further understand the patient’s source of the infection, then discuss with the relevant mainland
authorities, whether we should take further measures or not.

The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) will strengthen its patrol to ensure that poultry retail
outlets is complying with the guidelines, including their daily cleaning of the poultry market, and developing cleaning
and disinfection. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) will also inspect 30 local farms,
collect samples and patrol live poultry wholesale markets and bird parks to ensure that birds are healthy or not. The
department will remind the industry to remain vigilant and comply with biosecurity measures. The supply of live
chickens on local farms will not be affected. AFCD will continue to take samples from dead birds and poultry for
influenza testing.

Mr. Gao Yongwen pointed out that the government has informed the Mainland authorities of the details of the case
in order to monitor and exchange the latest information, and informed WHO in accordance with established
procedures. The entry port will continue to carry out the temperature test measures and will review the increase in
manpower as necessary. He reminded the public to pay attention to personal and environmental hygiene, enhance
personal resistance, wash their hands and avoid contact with poultry, especially when traveling, should avoid contact
with live poultry or live poultry.
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