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Hong Kong confirmed the first case of H7N9 avian influenza infection
China Youth Network www.youth.cn 2013-12-03 01:10:02

Xinhua Hong Kong, December 2, 2013 (Reporter: Xie Xiyu)

Mr GAO Yongwen (Miyamoto’s note: “Ko Wing-man” in Cantonese pronunciation), the secretary for Food and
Health of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), confirmed that the first case (FT#142) of HTN9
avian influenza was confirmed in Hong Kong. The patient was being treated in the hospital and the alert level had
been raised to a serious level under the influenza pandemic contingency plan.

Gao Yongwen said that the patient is a Indian housekeeper (Miyamoto’s note: This article says the patient is
Indian, but I strongly guess she is not Indian but Indonesian people, from the Cantonese news narration; at the same
time, English article does not mention the case’s nationality and vocation.), November 17, 2013, who went to
Shenzhen and slaughtered live chicken for cooking, the current situation is critical. Gao Yongwen said, the patient's
close contacts have all been sent to the hospital, of which four families have mild illness, their rapid test is urgently
ongoing now. He believes that because the case is temporary just one case, and patient also has a clear history,
therefore, the patient should be put into the initial list of imported cases.

He Boliang, director of the Center for Infection and Infectious Diseases at the Hong Kong University of Hong
Kong, said that it was believed that this was an imported case; for the time being, H7N9 is not found very easy to
infect people, however, the people should be vigilant.

Gao Yongwen also said HK would suspend import of poultry(s) from the three (3) registered chicken farms in
Shenzhen.
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