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Confirmed human case of avian influenza A(H7N9) in Hong Kong under CHP

investigation
Center for Health Protection, Department of Health, Hong Kong sc.isd.gov.hk 2014-01-29 17:26

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH) is today (January 29) investigating a
confirmed human case (FT#261) of avian influenza A(H7N9) in Hong Kong affecting a man aged 75.

The patient, with multiple underlying illnesses, lived in Tin Shui Wai. He developed cough with sputum in
Shenzhen on January 26 and attended the Accident and Emergency Department of Tuen Mun Hospital (TMH) last
night (January 28) for fever and shortness of breath. He was subsequently transferred to the isolation ward. His
condition deteriorated and he passed away this morning.

His nasopharyngeal aspirate was positive for avian influenza A(H7) virus upon preliminary laboratory testing by
TMH and was confirmed as H7N9 upon further testing by the CHP's Public Health Laboratory Services Branch.

Initial epidemiological investigations by the CHP revealed that the patient had travelled alone to Baoan, Shenzhen,
from January 20 to 26 and had stayed in his relative's residence close to a live poultry market.

The patient's five home contacts in Hong Kong (regarded as close contacts) have remained asymptomatic. They
will be admitted to Princess Margaret Hospital for testing and observation.

Further investigations into his travel and exposure history are ongoing, in parallel with tracing of other contacts of
the patient, including four patients who stayed in the same cubicle with the patient in TMH, healthcare workers of
TMH and the ambulance service, who will be put under medical surveillance.

The CHP will liaise with relevant Mainland health authority to follow-up the patient's contacts during his stay in
Shenzhen.

The case has been referred to the Coroner for investigation.

"The Serious Response Level under the Government's Preparedness Plan for Influenza Pandemic remains activated
and the CHP's follow-up actions are in full swing," a spokesman for the DH remarked.

This is the fourth confirmed human case of avian influenza A(H7N9) in Hong Kong. The CHP will notify the
World Health Organization (WHO), the National Health and Family Planning Commission as well as health and
quarantine authorities of Guangdong and Macao.

Locally, enhanced surveillance of suspected cases in public and private hospitals is underway. The CHP will
continue to maintain liaison with the WHO, the Mainland and overseas health authorities to monitor the latest
developments. Local surveillance activities will be modified upon the WHO's recommendations.

"In view of human cases of avian influenza A(H7N9) confirmed in Hong Kong and multiple cases reported in the
Mainland, the activity of the virus is expected to be higher in the winter season. Those planning to travel outside
Hong Kong during Lunar New Year should maintain good personal, environmental and food hygiene at all times," the
spokesman urged.


http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/24244.html
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"All boundary control points have implemented disease prevention and control measures. Thermal imaging
systems are in place for body temperature checks of inbound travellers. Random temperature checks by handheld
devices have also been arranged. Suspected cases will be immediately referred to public hospitals for follow-up
investigation," the spokesman added.

Regarding health education for travellers, distribution of pamphlets, display of posters in departure and arrival halls,
in-flight public announcements, environmental health inspection and provision of regular updates to the travel
industry via meetings and correspondence are all proceeding.

The spokesman advised travellers, especially those returning from avian influenza-affected areas and provinces
with fever or respiratory symptoms, to immediately wear masks, seek medical attention and reveal their travel history
to doctors. Healthcare professionals should pay special attention to patients who might have had contact with poultry,
birds or their droppings in affected areas and provinces.

"We have enhanced publicity and health education to reinforce health advice on the prevention of avian influenza,"
the spokesman said.

As of 4pm today, the CHP's hotline (2125 1111) for public enquiries have received 151 calls since the first
confirmed human case of avian influenza A(H7N9) in Hong Kong.

Members of the public should remain vigilant and take heed of the preventive advice against avian influenza
below:

* Do not visit live poultry markets. Avoid contact with poultry, birds and their droppings. If contact has been made,
thoroughly wash hands with soap;

* Poultry and eggs should be thoroughly cooked before eating;

* Wash hands frequently with soap, especially before touching the mouth, nose or eyes, handling food or eating;
after going to the toilet or touching public installations or equipment (including escalator handrails, elevator control
panels and door knobs); or when hands are dirtied by respiratory secretions after coughing or sneezing;

* Cover the nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing, hold the spit with a tissue and put it into a covered
dustbin;

* Avoid crowded places and contact with fever patients; and

* Wear masks when respiratory symptoms develop or when taking care of fever patients.

The public may visit the CHP's avian influenza page (www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/24244.html) and website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/global statistics avian influenza e.pdf) for more information on avian influenza-affected
areas and provinces.
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criiiriiiiriioriioniiaioiioonns: RATRIEARERERI oo
BARP O IAER BRI — R ARG G R (HIN9) D%

FH A B AR 7ty sc.isd.gov.hk 2014-01-29 17:26

TAZTAEREHRLASHE (—A ZHIUR) EFEEAREHRIZH—Z ARG RS (HIN9) NE (FT#261) |,

Wk —%tt+HE BT,

BARNA SR A, BETRAKE, thT—A N8 TRV IEE R, v (—H3 —+\H) Kkkk
I R 281 v [T P e EEXE,AF%%EEQFF frEIL R, 4 BT,

LAY S H S W REAR L L TEEBE R AACEG e, IESENT RS e (HT) i 2FHMER N, FF4 DA LA TA

{LBE AR S5 A3t — WA HTNO Jpi7s.

TBAERHP LR TR AR E TR, WA T — A A B E AN R A BRI 2, (R o AT,
M — G & T,

I NTE S PRI 140 R B AL E 9L 5\ R B Ui, BAVEA HPIRIE, M 1S ek i as 20 = Be s s M Fo 22,

AR NI 5 B Bl 5RO b — D Y8 IEAE T, (A, TAEBAIPH LB AR BEALE, wiEN4 &
By N ERER —R XA AN £, DIRATERE RSP IRSHIER A G, T T = 25,

TABG LS BEEFE N M LAY R, BREER A TG (e o Bl

PNROFEZ N ENE HE,

PAEZBRENFOR © TBUF [HUEAHATRIZTR] PR ENERGIZE R, TAEF LR TIRE 2R
HT. |


http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/24244.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/global_statistics_avian_influenza_e.pdf
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201401/29/P201401290507.htm

XREUWH IR NSRRI L (H7N9) fis g, DA L2 diR IR TAELL (D) ExRTAM
WRIEBZRAR, LRI TATRGER .

TBERF L EINGER R SRA R ATVE EEBRITREE AN 5, I gk 510 T, N R e sh T8 REGR, BRI A R,
FEARPEE TIRREAY,  JREEAH R 22 0R S,

BFAEE

&t

RENFIT - TETAMBIIS I NS GRARIE iR (HTN9) A%, MAHURERZ =R, TR
NERR, TR TR raT e AR TR, IPRIOR R RAFROD A BB &Y TV HE,
KENATE - T EAE LA B E HSE AT R T K PR, T & A 2LV SO ABE N TR S
W, IREZLPELL TR AR & (R, HRIMNREN R, LA EATEB R, |

FERE R T, &7 — BRI IRE sk, (EHABERASRIGHER . R ILEA T /. N9 AE ik
HOBFEE TR, g g 2 IORT I8 TR il ll S A2 9 B iR

K E NERHEAEIRE, FrplR Mz SIS A X AN 6 kisru ks, 3 H LA R B PROERTE, N7 RIEL 1
BERGREE, FFMEAREINFL T, EPA A RRERIE & rTREE S MM RS O B 2R & el R
TN

KENW  THATE ISR E S K AEFHEEE TAE, SREE T BRHIRS & R H ft |

#WES B TAME, TABGPHROERHE (2125 1111) BARERIS B R AR R @R (HTN9) DNRLCE,
LS —H A+ — R &,

RN ARSHEEE U FFRELL M - PSR -
*  RNEIVHER Ty, B E, o8I, — B, NUBREMERT
* BEGENAEREFVTAHE
*  LELDHEERT > RralEmiin] « selR Al - AEAYESERHT - WG -~ MEE SR T ~ THELZ
HIEG HEE AR SWIE > DU ET T < Tk B E S
*  FTWIE S MK NS o AR AL RO - H A SRR AR
*  WREASHHONTT - BREERRRERE A ¢ K
*  NAMURGERGYRIE - SR IRIIA AR AL > SRS -

mMEITZHEIEBEPF SO0 KEEET T ( wwwchp.gov.hk/te/view_content/24244.html ) Kz H K 1T
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/global statistics avian influenza_c.pdf) LAEUSEE % 285 B2 o0t XA ¥OR} -
7/i—»':

2014FE1A29H (B#H=)
BHWHE 1 THf 2 647

20140129G FHTHZ SNz A BA2TIL(HING) EXEEHAE (FEBAT)



