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China: Macao's Civil Administration and Health Bureau take measures to deal
with live chickens carrying H7 virus

Global Influenza Information Network www.flu.org.cn  2014-03-14 11:19  Source: The Macau
Government News Website
The Macau Government News Website www.foodsafety.gov.mo 2014-03-14 Source: The Macau

Government News Website

The IACM has taken a series of measures promptly on the basis of public interest considerations in the case of the
H7 avian influenza virus detected by the IACM yesterday (12th) in a sample of live chickens from Zhuhai. In the
early morning of March 13, about 7,500 live poultry kept in the wholesale market were culled, and the environment


http://www.flu.org.cn/scn/news-17737.html

was completely sterilized, and the wholesale live poultry wholesale floor was closed. It also cleans and disinfects
markets in Macao. At present, cleaning and disinfection of wholesale, slaughtering and retail establishments have
been completed. With reference to the guidelines of the World Organization for Animal Health, trading of live poultry
in Macau has been suspended since March 13 for 21 days This is to protect the public's health. The Health Bureau
also conducted epidemiological investigations to follow up the health status of those who had contact with the live
chickens and their environment. After evaluation, Zhuhai driver carrying the live chickens on the day was classified
as a close contact. The driver did not have any symptoms and returned to Zhuhai, the original location of him,
yesterday. In the next 10 days, he will not re-enter Macao. The Health Bureau has informed the Zhuhai health
department to follow up the driver's health status; Other 20 poultry workers in the wholesale poultry market in
Nanyue who had been exposed to the live chickens were general contacts. They are in good health and have no
symptoms. The health bureau will provide them with a 10-day medical observation and provide them with lectures
and protection goods; the 28 personnel of the Civil Affairs Department who carried out the culling live birds, all wore
a full set of personal protection goods during the operation. The risk of infection was extremely low, but the Health
Bureau will also follow up on their health status.

Asked by the media about the current risk level of pandemic influenza, the Bureau of Health replied, “According to
the World Health Organization's grading standard, only when the H7N9 virus causes a community outbreak, will it be
upgraded to Level 4, at present, the Influenza A H7N9 influenza virus only causes human or small cluster infections,
so it is still maintained as level 3, and there is no sign that it will be upgraded in short.” In addition, from 5 pm
yesterday to 5 pm today, Macao has not received reports of suspected cases of H7N9 tests. All H7N9 tests so far have
been negative.

In the Mainland, as of 6 pm today (March 13), no new cases of H7N9 bird flu have been reported. At present, a
total of 388 cases of H7N9 avian flu have been diagnosed in the country, including at least 91 deaths. Since October
2013, locally infected regions are Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Hunan, Shanghai, Beijing, Anhui,
Jilin and Shandong. In addition, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Malaysia have imported cases from mainland China.

The Health Bureau is continuing to maintain close contact with the health departments of the country and its
neighboring regions and the World Health Organization to monitor the outbreaks in various places and in Macao, and,
through cross-departmental and public-private partnerships, to develop prevention and preparation works for avian
flu outbreaks when occurred in the neighboring areas or in Macao. According to the current situation, the Department
of Health expects that more cases of human infection with H7N9 avian influenza will occur in the winter and spring
in the mainland, and it is not eliminated that any Macao case(s) might be found. The Health Bureau has asked various
medical institutions and medical personnel to pay close attention to the situation. If there are any suspected case, it
should be promptly examined or referred.
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I should thank the Chinese mass media which has the habitudes of copy & past culture.
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