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Taiwan CDC continues to track down the diagnosed case of H7N9 influenza
imported from mainland China: test results of two close contacts were negative
(2014-04-24)

Taiwan CDC www.cde.gov.tw  2014-04-24 Source: Taiwan Health and Welfare Department Centers
for Disease Control

As for a diagnosed case (FT#429) of H7N9 influenza imported by a 44-year-old woman from Nanjing, Jiangsu
Province, China, confirmed by the Department of Sickness on April 22. The close contacts consisted of her husband
and daughter, passengers near her seat of the same flight, tour leader / guide / driver / members, hotel maintenance
(drivers) carrying her to the hospital and medical staffs became 94 people in total. Two of them had symptoms of upper
respiratory tract. They had been sent for examination and the test results were negative. A total of 71 patients who were
her close contacts who were not properly protected were given prophylaxis by the physician. The other 32 passengers
and team leaders of the same group of confirmed Chinese mainland passengers had returned to mainland China on the
morning of April 24.

When the patient traveled to Taiwan, she visited famous sights, restaurants, and hotels in the county(s) or city(s).
From those who might have any contact with the patient, no upper respiratory symptoms occurred after investigation.
Anti-epidemic personnel will continue to actively track them till expiration. If the contact person should develop fever,
cough, etc., wearing a mask and seek medical advice, please.
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The cases of H7NO flu in China and Hong Kong have so far been sporadically distributed, showing that the risk and
threat of the epidemic are still existing. At present, for the human avian flu outbreak, the Department is proposing to
mark as the second level of “Alert” for Hunan Province, Anhui Province, Jiangsu Province, Guangdong Province, and
Fujian Province. The remaining provinces and cities (excluding Hong Kong and Macao) still maintain the first level:
Watch. The department also reminds people planning to go to the epidemic area to maintain good hygiene habits, further,
medical staff should ask him/her about his/her travel history when he/she is treating patients with pneumonia. The CDC
reminded the people again that who enter into the mainland China, they should avoid contact with birds, in particular,
they must not pick up the bodies of dead birds. Cock well when eating chicken, ducks, geese and eggs; Handwashing
and other personal hygiene measures should be implemented to avoid infection. If fever or flu-like symptoms occur on
return to Taiwan, airline personnel and quarantine officers at the airport port should be informed; If symptoms appear
after returning to Taiwan, wearing a mask, seek medical advice as soon as possible and inform the doctor about the
history of exposure and travel. For more information, please visit the Taiwan CDC’s website at http://www.cdc.gov.tw
or call the toll-free Communicable Disease Reporting and Care Hotline, 1922, or 0800-001922 if calling from a cell
phone.
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