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African swine fever is under control: Lifted blockades exceeded 100 incidents

Nationwide
Sina Jilin jl.sina.com.cn ~ 2019-04-21 12:49  Source: Beijing News

Beijing Newsletter (Reporter Li Yukun)

On April 19, 2019, the Information Office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs announced that there
occurred African Swine Fever outbreaks at two pig farmers in Danzhou City and two farmers in Wanning City, Hainan
Province. The reporter learned that Xinjiang and Tibet had reported the African swine fever epidemic in early April,
which means that all the 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities except Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan
have had African swine fever outbreaks. At present, all 23 provinces have been lifted their blockades.

More than 120 African swine fever outbreaks in China

Before the African swine fever outbreaks found at the four pig farmers in the two cities of Hainan Province, according
to the data of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, as of April 14 this year, there were 123 outbreaks found
throughout the country, including 120 pigs incidents and 3 wild boars, involving 89 cities (districts and leagues) in 30
provinces.

In addition to Hainan Province which is blocked by the Qiongzhou Strait, Tibet and Xinjiang also became the
provinces where the African swine fever outbreaks occurred a little bit late, and they became the first provinces where
ASF occurred only after April this year. The first epidemic in Xinjiang occurred in a farming company in the Midong
District of Urumgqji, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs released the epidemic information on April 4. The
first African swine fever epidemic in Tibet occurred in the Bayi District, Gongbu Jiangda County and Bomi County of
Linzhi City. The epidemic information was released on April 7.

At present, there have been 111 outbreaks of the blockade in the country, including 109 domestic pigs and 2 wild
boars. 81 cities (districts, alliances) involving 28 provinces, of which 23 provinces have all been released from the
blockade.

In addition to the newly reported epidemic situation in Hainan Province, there are 12 cases of African swine fever
that have not been lifted the blockades, including one wild boar epidemic involving 8 cities (districts, leagues) in 7
provinces.

Pig prices in the fourth quarter of this year may hit a record high

Since the beginning of the African swine fever epidemic at the end of August last year, the national pork price has
continued to fluctuate and fell, and the decline continued until February this year.

Wang Junxun, deputy director of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs, said at the Agricultural Outlook Conference held on April 20 that due to the epidemic situation, farmers
are still worrying about replenishing the pigs, and the production capacity of pigs is continuously declining, decline
may reach the historically bad by the year-on-year.

According to the questionnaire survey conducted by the agricultural department for 1,500 pig farms, 55% of the
farmers who explicitly chose not to fill the pigs as the risk of the epidemic is high, 22% is hesitating to wait and see,
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and only 18% of them intend to add the pigs.

Recent information released by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs showed that affected by capacity
reduction, pork prices stopped falling and rebounded in the first quarter. In March, the average price of pork wholesale
market in the country rose by 6.3%. From the later trend, pig prices in the second quarter are expected to maintain a
volatile upward trend. In the second half of the year, there may be a rapid increase in pork prices, which may increase
by more than 70%.

Wang Junxun also analyzed that the stocks of piglets and fattening piglets have declined rapidly since December last
year. The number of fattening pigs currently available for listing has decreased significantly, and the price of live pigs
has begun to enter a rising channel.

He expects that pork production in the whole year may show a significant reduction in production, and the supply of
live pigs will be tight in the later period, and the price of live pigs in the fourth quarter is likely to exceed the historical
high of the year 2016.

Rumor
China has not imported pork from the country of the epidemic

Huang Baozu, deputy director of the China Center for Animal Health and Epidemiology, introduced at the
Agricultural Outlook Conference:

Globalization of the world economy can make African pigs spread all over the world within 24 hours, and the speed
of urbanization is accelerating. In addition, wild boars continuously spread ASF to domestic pigs, and the interaction
between these two has significantly accelerated the global epidemic. Since 2015, it has increased by more than 1,000
per year.

According to the “20 questions on prevention and control of African swine fever” issued by the Agricultural and
Rural Affairs Department of Sichuan Province, in 1921, the East African country of Kenya first confirmed the African
swine fever epidemic. It was introduced to Europe in 1957, introduced to the Americas in 1971, and first spread to
Georgia in the Eurasian border in 2007.

Huang Baozu told that since 2007, African swine fever has spread to Russia and has been established in the Caucasus.
In 2017, spread to Irkutsk, neighboring Mongolia, which gave an alarm to China. In August 2018, an epidemic occurred
in Shenbei New District of Shenyang City, Liaoning.

Huang Bao continued, the community has speculated on where the epidemic came from, and molecular
epidemiological analysis shows that the viruses that caused the African Swine Fever in China are all the same type. The
homology of the whole genome sequence published in Eastern Europe and Russia is between 99.93% and 99.98%,
which can be regarded as the same virus.

However, he stressed that China has not imported pork from countries such as Russia where ASF has occurred. He
hopes that people should not listen to rumors. The reporter learned that after the outbreaks of the African Swine Fever,
the net people once rumored that the outbreaks were caused as China has imported pork from Russia.

Extension
There are countries eradicated African swine fever

Some of the 64 countries in the world that have had African swine fever have eradicated the epidemic.

"These countries have both cases of getting rid of ASF through early detection and early treatment, as week as culling
the live pigs completely in order to eliminate the aftermath. Many countries, however, gradually controlled ASF through
separating the affected area by region." Huang Bao continued.

After the outbreak, China started the first-level prevention and control, and it is expected to strictly implement the
rapid treatment of the epidemic such as culling and prohibiting transportation. "But the density of pigs in China is so
large, the transportation network is so complicated, and the goal of eradicating the epidemic in a short time was difficult
to achieve." Huang Bao continued, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Areas also optimized emergency measures
later, however, it was mainly just by killing infected pigs and associated pigs after the epidemic was reported, and no
longer killing pigs in the impacted area.

He believes that strengthening the supervision of the slaughtering market, restricting the transportation of live pigs
and risky products, strengthening the supervision of transport vehicles, and prohibiting drowning of pigs are all
necessary measures to control the epidemic. “Out of the incidence area’s transport vehicles, 41% of vehicles were able
to detect the virus, which was not realized at the beginning stage.”

How did the epidemic spread to China?
Entrails of European pigs

The first is the smuggling of risk products. As European countries do not consume pigs’ entrails, and due to the price
difference with China is relatively large, as the United Nations trade database shows, 12 European outbreak countries
have shipped these entrails to Vietnam, South Korea, Hong Kong and so on since 2017, more than 400,000 tons of risk
products are exported, and a considerable part of these products were brought to China by bypassing customs, or
smuggling at sea. China has detected the nucleic acid of the virus in a batch of smuggled pork entrails.



Personal belongings of Travelers

China's trade with the relevant countries in the epidemic is very frequent. International transportation vehicles pass
through more than 20 cities in China. Some passengers carry the risk of carrying viruses, mainly cooked products, and
the risk is lower.

Migration of Wild boars

With the colonization and spread of African swine fever in Russia and the increasing density of wild boar populations
in Northeast China, the risk of introducing African swine fever through wild boars has increased. At the end of last year,
it was found that a wild boar died of African Swine Fever at Jilin Baishan forest area, 23-kilometer from the border line
of China and North Korea, the type of virus was different from that of which caused American Swine Fever among
pigs in China. Since then, an outbreak of domestic wild boar has occurred in a forest area of (Aihui District in) Heihe
City, located at the Sino-Russian border.

Domestic transmission route

Looking at the epidemic as a whole, China's African swine fever has a tendency to spread from north to south, from
east to west, and from suburban to rural areas. African swine fever was once thought to be transmitted by direct contact,
but current research suggests that the route of transmission is quite complex, there are at least four circular chains. In
China, there are long-distance propagation caused by progress of transportation tools, local circulation caused by usage
of sewerage, and the risk of other organisms such as flies.

What are the types of strains?

At present, the current epidemic strains of African swine fever are all “type 11, but they can be refined into three
different strains. The most primitive one is the isolated strain of wild boar in Baishan City, which is the same as the
earliest popular strain in Eastern Europe; The second is the pig strain of Shenbei District, the most popular strain in

China and Eastern Europe currently. The third one is_a strain isolated from Guigang City of Guangxi Autonomous
Region, which is the first strain found in the world. The average time needed to report from the onset of African Swine

Fever is 10 days, the longest one needed more than 3 months (3 months? How did they need such a long time? The
person in charge must be scolded...).

Beijing News reporter: Li Yukun
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