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[African swine fever| A sample of pigs in Sheung Shui slaughterhouse has African

piglets; the same lot of pigs have all been destroyed
Ming Pao News news.mingpao.com 2019-05-10 22:23

Ms. Sophia Chan Siu-chee, the Secretary for Food and Health Bureau, together with the staff of the AFCD and the
Centre for Food Safety, met the reporter in this evening and dold that a sample of pigs in Sheung Shui Slaughterhouse
was detected positive for African swine fever in the afternoon of today (10th). The 6,000 pigs in the Sheung Shui
Slaughterhouse w1ll be destroyed and the slaughterhouse w1ll be closed until d1s1nfect1on is completed After. many
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The authorities will immediately stop the live pigs from the relevant pig farms. The AFCD stated that it would
compensate the 6,000 destroyed pigs in Sheung Shui Slaughterhouse at market price. The authorities said that the
supply of fresh pork will decrease for a moment.

The authorities said that the pig with African swine fever virus had no abnormalities in the quarantine before slaughter,
but after the slaughter, the health inspector found that the pig had symptoms of "not suitable for human consumption",
such as swollen lymph nodes and pus, since the veterinary examination said that it was "not necessarily African Swine
Fever" and it was only handed over to the AFCD for general laboratory tests. The AFCD today (May, 10) found that
the sample was positive for African swine fever virus when they checked the sample again in response to international
certification. AFCD staff added that the test for African swine fever virus generally has preliminary results within 4 to
5 hours.

The government stressed that the incubation period for African Swine Fever requires at least 4 days generally. Pigs
in Hong Kong Slaughterhouses only stay in the slaughterhouse for a day or two in general. Therefore, even if they
infect the African swine fever in the slaughterhouse, there is not enough time for the disease to occur. Therefore, the
possibility of pigs infecting African piglets in the slaughterhouses may be minimal. The food safety center staft also
said that since May 2, they have obtained four samples of defective pig samples from the Sheung Shui Slaughterhouse.
They are all negative for African swine fever virus, so there is no evidence that other pigs in the slaughterhouse are
affected. However, after discovering that there is pig infected with African piglets in the Sheung Shui Slaughterhouse,
the inspection will be strengthened. All pigs with any symptoms will be tested for African swine fever virus.

The authorities pointed out that the sick pig was delivered from a pig farm in Zhanjiang, Guangdong Province, the
supply of live pig from the farm will be suspended. The pig farm has only recently transported their pigs to the Sheung
Shui Slaughterhouse and no supply to the Tsuen Wan Slaughterhouse; The Hong Kong Government has also notified
the Mainland General Administration of Customs that they will investigate the situation of the said pig farms and the
surrounding areas of the farms. The Government also stated that since the Sheung Shui Slaughterhouse will cease
operation in the next few days, the supply of fresh pork will decrease in the coming days; However, as the Tsuen Wan
Slaughterhouse operates as usual, there will still be a small supply of live pigs in the market and there will be chilled
pork in the market. Sophia Chan Siu-chee emphasized that African piglets will not pass on people, and pork can be
eaten after being cooked.
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