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Interim Measures for the Administration of Short-Term Medical Treatment of

Foreign Physicians in China
Central Government Portal www.gov.cn 2006-10-18 Source: Ministry of Health

The Interim Measures for the Administration of Short-Term Medical Treatment of Foreign Physicians in China was
approved by the 13th Ministerial Office Meeting on September 8, 1992. It is hereby promulgated and will come into
force on January 1, 1993.

Interim Measures for the Administration of Short-Term Medical Treatment of Foreign
Physicians in China

Article 1 These Measures are formulated in order to strengthen the management of short-term medical
practitioners from foreign physicians in China, safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of both
doctors and patients, and promote the exchange and development of Chinese and foreign medical
technology.

Article 2 The term "foreign doctors coming to China for short-term medical practice" as mentioned in these
Measures refers to foreign doctors who have obtained legal medical rights in foreign countries, who are
invited, applied for or apply to come to China for clinical diagnosis and treatment business activities of
no more than one year.

Article 3 Foreign doctors who come to China for short-term medical practice must register and obtain the "Foreign
Physician Short-Term Medical License". The "Foreign Physician Short-Term Medical License" will
be uniformly printed by the Ministry of Health.

Article 4 Foreign doctors who come to China for short-term medical practice must have medical institutions in
China as invitations or employers. The invitation or hiring unit can be one or more people.

Article 5 Foreign doctors applying for short-term medical practice in China must sign an agreement with the

employer in accordance with the provisions of these Measures. If there are multiple employers, they
must sign an agreement separately. Foreign doctors who are invited to apply for short-term medical
practice in China, and the parties may decide whether to sign an agreement according to the situation. If
the agreement is not signed, the relevant civil liability involved shall be borne by the inviting or
employing unit.

Article 6 The agreement for foreign doctors to come to China for short-term medical practice must include the
following contents: (1) purpose; (2) specific items; (3) location; (4) time; (5) responsibility of
responsibility.

Article 7 Foreign doctors may entrust an invitation unit or employer in China to apply for registration on their
behalf.

Article 8 The registration authority for foreign doctors to come to China for short-term medical practice is the

health administrative department at or above the municipal level.

Article 9 If the invited or employed units are in different regions, they shall apply to the local health administrative
department at or above the municipal level for registration.

Article 10  To apply for a foreign doctor to register for short-term medical practice in China, the following
documents must be submitted: (1) an application; (2) Degree certificates of foreign physicians; (3)
Foreign medical license or medical certificate; (4) Health certificates of foreign physicians; (5) Inviting
or hiring a unit certificate and an agreement or a statement of civil liability.
The contents of items (2) and (3) of the preceding paragraph must be notarized.

Article 11  The registration authority shall conduct an examination within 30 days after accepting the application
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and notify the applicant or the proxy application unit in writing. Register the qualified applicants and
issue them to the Foreign Medical Doctors Short-Term Medical License. The main contents of the review
include: (1) the authenticity of the written materials; (2) the safety and reliability of the application; and
(3) the advanced nature and necessity of the application.

Article 12 The period of validity of a foreign doctor's short-term medical registration in China shall not exceed one
year. If the registration period needs to be postponed, it may be re-registered in accordance with the
provisions of these Measures.

Article 13 Foreign doctors who come to China for short-term medical practice shall obtain entry visas in advance
according to law and apply for residence or stay in accordance with relevant regulations after entry.

Article 14  Foreign doctors who come to China for short-term medical practice must abide by Chinese laws and
regulations and respect Chinese customs and habits.

Article 15  Anyone who violates the provisions of Article 3 of the Measures shall be confiscated the illegal income
and shall be fined not more than 10,000 yuan by the health administrative department at or above the
municipal level where the locality is located. Units that invite, hire or provide places shall be warned,
confiscation of illegal income, and a fine of not more than 5,000 yuan.

Article 16  Anyone who violates the provisions of Article 14 of the Measures shall be dealt with according to law
by the relevant competent authority.

Article 17 If a foreign medical organization is invited to apply for a short-term medical practice in China, the health
administrative department of the province, autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central
Government where the invitation or cooperation unit is located shall conduct an examination in
accordance with the relevant provisions of these Measures and report it to the Ministry of Health for
examination and approval.

Article 18  Physicians or medical organizations in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan shall refer to these Measures.

Article 19  The right to interpret these Measures lies in the Ministry of Health.

Article 20  These Measures shall come into force on January 1, 1993.
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