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A new case of plague in Inner Mongolia has been concealed
Radio Free Asia www.rfa.org 2019-11-17 Source:
Photo 1) On September 20, 2018, Jiayuguan City held a training meeting on plague prevention and
treatment. In pastoral areas such as Inner Mongolia, Gansu, Qinghai, and western Sichuan, where

plague has been threatening the lives of local ethnic minorities for many years, but the Chinese
government has been secretive about the epidemic. (Jiayuguan CDC'’s official release)

Inner Mongolia Health Planning Commission confirmed a new plague epidemic on Sunday. This is the first time
that the local authorities have released relevant information after the discovery of the epidemic. The industry people
said that the Chinese authorities are currently blocking the news, and many ethnic minority communities such as
Inner Mongolia, Qinghai and Gansu are threatened by deadly infectious diseases. (Reported by Huang Xiaoshan
and Huang Letao)

According to a message issued by the Inner Mongolia Health Commission on Sunday morning (Nov. 17), the local
health department diagnosed a 55-year-old patient who was treated in the Huade County Hospital in Wulanchabu City
one day ago and was infected with a bubonic plague.

Previously, the patient's activity area before his onset was a quarry at Xilin Gol League, about 80 kilometers north
of Huade County Hospital where he was hospitalized. The two pneumonic plague patients who were confirmed in
Beijing five days ago are located in Sonid Left Banner, which is located more than 300 kilometers north of Huade
County. So far, however, the official still keeps the actual name of the village and town secret.

According to Caixin Media's report, as early as August 14th, 17th, 20th and 25th of this year, 12 strains of Yersinia
pests have been detected in their animal monitoring. This means that the epidemic has spread widely among animals.
However, the official has not disclosed relevant information before.

Photo 2) In February 2019, before the outbreak of pneumonic plague at Sonid Left Banner,
epidemics in the animals were monitored previously. There, the plague strain was detected as early
as a few months ago, but so far, many local herders are still unaware of it. (released by Sonid Left
Banner’s Agriculture and Animal Husbandry Bureau)

In response to the reporter's consultation, Peking University People's Hospital said that the Beijing Health
Department has released relevant information and there are no new cases in Beijing. But she also said that if you
come back from the pastoral area and have symptoms such as fever, it is best to go to the Ditan Hospital for
examination.

Peking University People's Hospital: If you come back from the epidemic area, you'd better go directly to the altar
(infectious disease hospital), we can rule out, but we can't do further inspection. You can only judge whether it is
possible or not. If you suspect, you can go there.


https://www.rfa.org/cantonese/news/cn-plague-11172019103840.html

Beijing Ditan Hospital, which is currently undergoing epidemic treatment, refused to reply whether there was a
new epidemic in Beijing or not.

Ren Ruihong, a former senior executive of the Chinese Red Cross's major illness rescue project, told this reporter
that the pneumonic plague, known as the Black Death, is a very serious infectious disease and has repeatedly hit
people in history. At present, people in Beijing's medical and disease control systems are afraid to speak on this
matter. She believes that the official is blocking the relevant information,

Ren Ruihong: I knew this situation on the 11th and 12th. I started to ask my friends at the medical departments in
Beijing. Since they are working in these hospitals, they know a little bit of news, in theory, but they
are not allowed to speak. There must be a document or an internal meeting, and it is not allowed to
talk about it. I asked all of them, however, they might be forced to speak unclearly, or not to speak.
That is, I have a friend. Her child is in kindergarten. She said that now parents are very scared and
don’t send their children. Now half of their class doesn't come to the kindergarten. It is very scary,
but there is no exact information on this.

Ren Ruihong also pointed out that according to the epidemic prevention process, if any major epidemic has
occurred, the China CDC should issue a daily report, but up to now the CDC is lacking in their talk or the content is
not clear enough. This phenomenon makes people worrying. And such suspected cases with Class A infectious
diseases should have been isolated on the spot before, and then experts from Beijing should be sent to the treatment
investigation. However, Inner Mongolia has transferred the patient thousands of miles away, which itself indicates
that there is a big problem in the entire prevention and control process.

According to a social account of Wang Yuedan whose name is displayed as Peking University's Medical
Department, the emergence of pneumonic plague marks a new stage of the plague epidemic, meaning that the strain
has better human adaptability and increased its virulence. He believes that the problem is worse than imagined.

Although Beijing officials have previously announced that two pneumonic plague patients transferred from Inner
Mongolia to Beijing have been treated under isolation, and no new cases have been found among close contacts, the
possibility of subsequent infection of the contacts is very low, however, officials also acknowledged that one of the
two patients currently being sent to the hospital had repeated illnesses and the case’s condition is worsened.

In response to an interview with RFA reporter from Inner Mongolia, the Inner Mongolia Health and Medical
Commission refused to answer any question. And they said that the matter was handled by the Emergency
Management Office of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and asked reporters to ask the Emergency Management
Office on Monday.
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