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Wuhan pneumonia cases increases, Hong Kong characterizes as "'new infectious

disease'" but only adopts "alert™ level
Radio France International www.rfi.fr 2020-01-04 12:40 Source:

Photol: Profile picture of the South China Seafood Market in Wuhan, where the incident was alleged

The unidentified pneumonia epidemic in Wuhan, Hubei may be out of control. The number of people infected soared
from 27 announced last month to 44 yesterday, and the number of severe cases rose sharply from 7 to 11. In response
to the information notified by the National Health and Health Commission, the Hong Kong Government announced on
the 3rd that it would list the masses of unknown viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan as "new infectious diseases of great
importance to public health.” However, under the three severe contingency levels, it is still listed as the most preliminary
"alert" level. Some experts believe that the government should immediately raise the level of contingency, from the
current alert level to the "severe" level, in light of the great chance that a new species of coronavirus will appear on the
mainland.

The Center for Health Protection issued a press release on the evening of the 3rd, stating that monitoring has been
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strengthened since December 31, in view of the latest situation in Wuhan, the Hong Kong Government has revised the
monitoring guidelines to increase the monitoring scope. Doctors should report any cases of fever, symptoms of acute
respiratory infections, or symptoms of pneumonia, and should report to the Centre for Health Protection if the case,
within 14 days before the onset of symptoms, has visited Wuhan (not to mention whether any market or the seafood
market). The government told a press conference the night before that if patients had symptoms and had been to a
Wuhan market or seafood market, they would only need to be referred to a public hospital for treatment and follow-up.
Huang Jiaging, the director of the Protection Center, explained at the time that the monitoring standards were based on
the data at that time, and he would pay attention to whether any amendments were needed.

The Center for Health Protection also stated that it has strengthened port sanitation measures. An additional infrared
camera was added to the airport to provide temperature monitoring for passengers arriving from Wuhan from Jan. 3. It
also added staff at the West Kowloon Station of the high-speed rail for entry passengers. If related symptoms and travel
history are found, they will be immediately referred to a public hospital for isolation and follow-up. Yesterday, CHP
wrote to all doctors and private hospitals in Hong Kong, calling for more attention and notification of cases in line with
enhanced surveillance.

The Hong Kong Hospital Authority announced on the 3rd that two more cases that had visited Wuhan in the past 14
days and had fever, respiratory infections or pneumonia symptoms, two female patients aged 12 and 41 were treated in
isolation at Princess Margaret Hospital on the 3rd, raising the number of suspected cases to five. However, the Hong
Kong Centre for Health Protection stated that three of the five suspected cases were confirmed to be infected with the
influenza A H3 virus, including the two suspected cases announced on the 3rd and a 14-year-old boy who was notified
the day before. However, woman admitted to Tuen Mun Hospital on Tuesday and the 44-year-old man who was
reported to the Princess Margaret Hospital earlier had no test results.

A CHP spokesman explained what is "new infectious diseases are important to public health” said, these infectious
diseases refer to any infectious diseases caused by pathogens that have not been previously known to cause disease. It
can also become infected. However, due to its characteristics or changes, human beings will also be infected regardless
of whether they have the ability to effectively relay between people. Such diseases may spread internationally, causing
public health emergencies. The current group of viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan can be regarded as a 'new infectious
disease of great importance to public health'. " In response to the latest scientific research and development, the
government will assess the risk from time to time, activate or cancel the emergency level, and take corresponding
preventive measures.

Hu Zhaoyi, a professor of the Department of Microbiology at the University of Hong Kong, told Apple Daily that
the increase of 17 cases in the mainland in a short period of time is very worrying, and also shows that the mainland
needs to improve its epidemic control measures; The epidemic situation is kept 25% of cases get serious, and this
proportion is high. He said that if the mainland's infection control measures are well done, such as cleaning and
slaughtering animals in the markets involved, and they can immediately arrange the sick patients for effective
quarantine. Theoretically, there should be no new cases. For example, in 1997, the world ’s first human infection with
avian influenza occurred in Hong Kong. Some people have been infected. No new cases were found until the chicken
was killed.

Professor Hu said that the mainland should step up disinfection and slaughter of animals in the markets involved,
and even block off the area around the markets to prevent people from entering, so as to prevent people from entering
the areas and becoming infected with the virus, so that the virus may spread. Hu also pointed out that the current
increase in cases is not alarming. The most important thing is to prevent the virus from spreading to the community. If
someone is not admitted to the hospital and isolated, and the virus is transmitted to others in the community, human-
to-human transmission may occur; If the virus spreads to the community, it will be more difficult to identify the true
patient and increase the difficulty of epidemic control.

According to Yuan Guoyong, a microbiologist at the University of Hong Kong, based on preliminary information
analysis, the unknown pneumonia in Wuhan this time may be an animal-to-human virus.  According to Apple Daily
report, the mainland has grasped the virus that has caused unknown pneumonia in Wuhan this time. It is likely that a
new type of coronavirus that jumps from animals to humans is not the same as SARS coronavirus.
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