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SARS has not disappeared Always parasitic in bats
United Daily News udn.com 2020-01-01 00:51 Taipei Report Source:

In 2003, SARS infected 674 people in Taiwan within three months, 84 of them died, and 170,000 people were isolated
(for medical observation) at their homes. At that time, some scholars predicted that SARS might make a comeback and
even become a normal epidemic, but after 17 years, SARS seemed to disappear, until suspected cases were found in
Wuhan, China.

He Meixiang, a former researcher at the Institute of Biomedicine, Academia Sinica, pointed out that SARS has not
disappeared, and has always been lodged in bats. If humans and the host contact again directly, they may still reappear.
Professor Shi Xinru of the Emerging Virus Infection Research Center also said that viruses are ancient and continuously
evolving microorganisms. When people think that certain viruses disappear, it is because the epidemic prevention
strategy works, and they don't feel its existence.

He Meixiang pointed out that for humans, the SARS virus that causes "Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome" is a
new infectious disease, but for animals, SARS is a very old virus, and natural hosts are bats that have little chance to
contact human When mammals such as palm civet cats and badgers become infected with SARS and enter the live
poultry market as exotic foods, they increase the chance of the virus contacting humans.

He Meixiang did not deny that SARS virus can still be collected on bats, but it is not a strain that can be mutated into
a human-to-human virus. He Meixiang said that if human behavior or the ecological environment changes and direct
human contact with the host or other infected mammals, SARS may still mutate and pass on to humans. She suggested
that if the Wuhan unknown pneumonia is indeed caused by SARS virus, the first humans infected with animals should
be identified as early as possible to prevent the virus from evolving.
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