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Overview of the national legal infectious disease epidemic in 2020
China National Health Commission =~ www.nhc.gov.en  2021-03-12 Source: National CDC

On January 20, 2020, the National Health Commission issued an announcement that the novel coronavirus
pneumonia shall be included in the category B infectious disease and managed in accordance with the category A
infectious disease. The number of legal infectious diseases in the country has increased to 40. 2020 (from 0:00 on
January 1, 2020 to 24:00 on December 31, 2020), a total of 5,806,728 cases of statutory infectious diseases have been
reported nationwide (excluding Hong Kong, Macao Special Administrative Regions and Taiwan, the same below),
with 26,374 deaths, a reported incidence rate of 413.63 per 100 thousand, and a reported mortality rate of 1.88 per
100 thousand.

According to the category of legal infectious diseases in the country in 2020:

1. A total of 15 cases of Class A infectious diseases and 3 deaths were reported.; Among them, 4 cases of plague
were reported and 3 deaths (including 1 case was reported in 2019), and 11 cases of cholera were reported with
no deaths. The reported morbidity and mortality were 0.0011/100,000 and 0.0002/100,000 respectively.
Compared with the number of reported cases in 2019, the number of reported cases decreased by 6 cases, and
the number of deaths increased by 2 cases.

2. In Class B infectious diseases, SARS, poliomyelitis, human infection with highly pathogenic avian influenza
and human infection with H7N9 avian influenza have no incidents or death reports. Others have reported a total
0f 2,673,213 cases and 26,286 deaths. The reported incidence rate was 190.42 per 100,000, a decrease of 13.4%
from 2019; The reported mortality rate was 1.87 per 100,000, an increase of 4.7% from 2019. The top 5 diseases
with reported incidences were viral hepatitis, tuberculosis, syphilis, gonorrhea, and new coronavirus pneumonia,
accounting for 92.2% of the total number of reports of Type B infectious diseases; The top 5 diseases with the
number of reported deaths were AIDS, new coronavirus pneumonia, tuberculosis, viral hepatitis and rabies,
accounting for 99.5% of the total number of reported types of infectious diseases.

3. In the category C infectious diseases, filariasis has no reported morbidity or death. The remaining cases reported
a total of 3,135,500 cases and 85 deaths. The reported morbidity rate was 223.21/100,000 and the reported
mortality rate was 0.0061/100,000. The top 5 diseases with reported incidences were influenza, other infectious
diarrheal diseases, hand-foot-mouth disease, mumps and acute hemorrhagic conjunctivitis, accounting for 99.8%
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of the total number of Class C infectious diseases reported; The reported deaths were influenza, other infectious
diarrheal diseases, hand-foot-mouth disease, mumps, hydatid disease and kala-azar, which accounted for 100%
of the total reported deaths from Class C infectious diseases.

Class A and B infectious diseases according to the route of transmission in 2020:
1. There were 106,894 cases of intestinal infectious diseases and 25 deaths. The reported incidence rate was 7.61
per 100,000, a decrease of 29.4% from 2019, and the reported mortality rate was 0.0018 per 100,000, a decrease
of 5.3% from 2019.

2. Reported 779,556 cases of respiratory infectious diseases and 6,558 deaths. The reported incidence rate was
55.53 per 100,000, a decrease of 12.9% from 2019; the reported mortality rate was 0.47 per 100,000, an increase
of 1.2 times from 2019. The reported increase in death rate is mainly due to the new type of coronavirus
pneumonia added to the statutory infectious diseases in 2020.

3. Reported 58253 cases of natural foci and vector-borne infectious diseases and 262 deaths. The reported incidence
rate was 4.15 per 100,000, a decrease of 27.2% from 2019, and the reported mortality rate was 0.019 per 100,000,
a decrease of 28.1% from 2019.

4. The reported incidence of blood-borne and sexually transmitted infectious diseases was 1728491 cases, and
19,443 deaths were reported. The reported incidence rate was 123.13/100,000, and the reported mortality rate
was 1.39/100,000, a decrease of 11.9% and 10.4% respectively from 2019.

Appendix: Statistics on the incidence and death of legal infectious diseases reported in 2019
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