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Black-faced spoonbill carcass tests positive for HSN1 virus
FIC www.flu.org.en  2021-12-21 11:26  Source: AFCD
AFCD  sc.afcd.gov.hk 2021-12-20 Source: AFCD

A spokesman for the Hong Kong Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) said (December 20)


http://www.flu.org.cn/scn/news-20933.html
https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/publications/publications_press/pr2503.html

that a black-faced spoonbill corpse picked up in the Hong Kong Wetland Park in Tin Shui Wai confirmed that it tested
positive for the HSN1 avian influenza virus.

The carcass of the bird was found and picked up in the mudflat of Hong Kong Wetland Park on December 16. A
preliminary test for the H5 virus conducted on December 17 was positive. The Deep Bay area where the Hong Kong
Wetland Park is located is one of the main winter sites for Black-faced Spoonbills.

The site where the bird carcass was found in the Hong Kong Wetland Park has been cleaned and disinfected. Notices
have also been posted in the park to remind visitors to pay attention to personal hygiene. The garden will pay close
attention to the situation of the birds in the garden.

There are two chicken farms within three kilometers of the location where the bird's corpse was found. The
Department has immediately notified the relevant chicken farms and learned that no chickens have died abnormally or
have any symptoms of avian influenza. The Fisheries and Conservation Department has also called poultry farmers to
remind them to strengthen preventive measures against avian influenza and biosafety. In addition to poultry farmers,
the AFCD will also go to bird shop owners, licensed pet poultry and pigeon racers to remind them to take appropriate
precautions. The AFCD will continue to monitor the situation closely.

The spokesman said that the department will closely monitor local live poultry farms and wholesale markets to
ensure that the industry takes appropriate measures to prevent avian influenza. The AFCD will continue to closely
monitor wild birds.

The public should avoid contact with wild birds and live poultry and their droppings, and should wash their hands
thoroughly after touching them. If members of the public find suspected sick and dead birds, including wild and poultry
carcasses, they can call the AFCD at 1823 for follow-up.

The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) will continue to monitor live poultry retail stores and
remind store operators to pay attention to hygiene.

The Department of Health will continue to implement public health education to remind the public to pay attention
to personal and environmental hygiene to prevent avian influenza.

The Fisheries and Conservation Department, the Food and Environmental Protection Department, the Customs and
the police will work hard to stop illegal imports of poultry and birds to reduce the risk of avian influenza outbreaks
caused by poultry that have not been inspected and quarantined.

Government departments will continue to maintain a high level of vigilance and strictly implement measures to
prevent and control avian flu.
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