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Several cases of new Nipah virus infection were found in Henan, Shandong and

other places, with a fatality rate as high as 75%
Tencent News view.inews.qq.com 2022-08-09 16:49:49 Source: Observer Network

On August 4, Liu Wei/Fang Liqun's team from Beijing Institute of Microbiological Epidemiology and Wang Linfa's
team from the National University of Singapore discovered a new virus, named Langya Henipa virus, in 35 fever
patients in Shandong and Henan.

Langya Henipavirus belongs to the family Paramyxoviridae, the genus Henipavirus. The genus Henipavirus also
includes Nipah virus, Hendra virus, and non-pathogenic Cedar virus. Nipah virus was first identified when swine
farmers in Malaysia developed viral encephalitis, and outbreaks of Nipah virus encephalitis have occurred in
Bangladesh, India, and the Philippines.

Nipah virus was listed by the World Health Organization as one of ten potentially high-risk infectious diseases to
watch in 2018. The virus can attack people's lungs and brains. Symptoms include fever, headache, lethargy, coma,
confusion, etc., and the fatality rate is as high as 75%.

<<Figure1>>

Although there have been reports of human-to-human transmission of Nipah virus, no cases and LayV haplotypes
(determined based on three common single nucleotide polymorphisms) have been found to have significant spatial or
temporal clustering. There is no history of close contact and common exposure between different patients, suggesting
that the infection in the population may be sporadic. Tracing of 9 patients and 15 close family members did not reveal
close contact transmission of LayV, but the sample size of this study was too small to determine the status of human-
to-human transmission of LayV.

Source: Observer Network Editor: Zheng Chugiao
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