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165 newly confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variants; 139 local and 26 imported

cases
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The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (October 31) that Taiwan added 165 confirmed cases of
Omicron subtype variants, including 139 local cases (134 BA.5 cases, 1 BE.7 case, 1 XBB case, 3 BA.2 cases) and 26
imported cases (14 BA.5 cases, 5 XBB cases, 1 BQ.1/BQ.1.1 cases, 5 BA2,75 cases, and 1 BA.2 case, 0 BA.4 case).
Confirmed cases of imported Omicron subtype mutants detected in Taiwan so far: 1,200 BA.5 cases, 6 XBB cases, 4
BF.7 cases, 6 BQ.1/BQ.1.1 cases, 104 BA.4 cases, 62 BA.2.75 cases, 1,028 BA.2 cases; further, in locally confirmed
cases wise, there are 1,013 BA.5 cases, 1 XBB case, 1 BF.7 cases, 5 BA.4 cases, and 2,525 BA.2 cases, there is no
cases of BA.2.75, and BQ.1/BQ.1.1 in Taiwan.

The command center pointed out that 1 new case of BF.7 and 1 local case of XBB was reported today, they are a
female in her 60s and a male in his 40s. Further, 134 new local cases of BA.S, accounting for about 96.4% of all the
139 cases sequenced last week, consisting of 53 males and 81 females, aged between under 5 years old and in their 90s.
There are 80 cases in the north, 18 cases in the middle, 30 cases in the south, and 6 cases in the east. The date of being
confirmed is between September 9 and October 21 this year.

According to the command center, among the 25 imported cases of BA.5, BQ.1/BQ.1.1, XBB, and BA.2.75 were 11
males and 14 females, aged between their 10s and 80s, and the date of entry is between October 06 and October 22 this
year. Among them, 14 BA.5 imported cases were from Germany (3 cases), Singapore (2 cases), and Turkey, China,
Japan, Canada, the United Kingdom, Thailand, Italy, Portugal and Australia (1 case each); 5 XBB cases were imported
from Singapore (2 cases), Indonesia, India and Thailand (1 case each); 1 BQ.1/BQ.1.1 case came from Canada; 5
BA.2.75 cases came from Thailand and Vietnam (2 cases each), UAE(1 case).

According to data from the World Health Organization (WHO) on October 26 this year, more than 390 Omicron
subclade variants have been found in the world. At present, the proportion of BA.S mutant strains is about 77.1%, which
is still the mainstream strain in the world and continues to mutate. The new mutant strain BQ.1 and its progeny mutant
strains evolved from it spread rapidly, and the number of affected countries and cases continued to increase. It has been
detected in at least 65 countries, accounting for about 6.0%; BA.4.6 variants and their progeny have been detected in
at least 87 countries, accounting for about 4.4%; The BA.2.75 variant and its progeny have been detected in at least 63
countries, accounting for about 3.2%; In addition, the XBB variant strain and its progeny have been detected in at least
35 countries, accounting for about 1.3%, and it is necessary to closely monitor the evolution and prevalence of the virus
strain internationally. In addition, the WHO stated on October 27 this year that according to data from Singapore, India
and other countries, the XBB variant did not increase the severity of the disease compared with other major Omicron
strains. XBB has a high probability of repeated infection, but it mainly occurs in those infected before the epidemic of
Omicron (such as Alpha or Delta). There is no evidence that XBB has immune escape from recent Omicron infection.

The command center emphasized that according to existing research, vaccination of the next-generation vaccine
booster still has protection against mutants such as BA.5, and can reduce the risk of severe illness, hospitalization or
death caused by infection with COVID-19. The public must still implement personal epidemic prevention measures
such as frequent handwashing and wearing masks, and complete vaccinations as soon as possible to gain protection.
The command center will continue to test and sequence the proportion of variant strains of overseas and local cases,
and focus on the gene sequencing of respiratory samples from severe and repeated infection cases such as COVID-19
childhood encephalitis.
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