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Official Internal Bulletin: Nearly 250 million people in China have been infected
with the epidemic in 20 days
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Central News Agency reported that a minutes of China National Health Commission on Wednesday meeting
showed that according to estimates, the number of new infections in China on the 20th in a single day
approached 37 million; From December 1 to 20, the cumulative number of infections reached 248 million,
accounting for 17.56% of the total population.

According to the minutes, Ma Xiaowei, director of the National Health Commission of China, said “With the further
adjustment of the national epidemic prevention measures, coupled with the large-scale movement of people during the
Spring Festival and the Spring Festival, it is foreseeable that the epidemic situation in more places will rise rapidly, and
the infection rate in urban and rural areas will grow at the same time. However, the medical resources in rural areas are
weak, and there are many elderly people with chronic diseases. Once the infection spreads rapidly, the situation will
become more serious.”

According to the minutes of the meeting, among the 31 provincial-level administrative regions in China, Beijing and
Sichuan rank first and second respectively, and the cumulative infection rate has exceeded 50%; Those between 20%
and 50% are Tianjin, Hubei, Henan, Hunan, Anhui, Gansu and Hebei.

According to the minutes, the above figures come from the "Video and Telephone Conference on Strengthening the
Medical Treatment of COVID-19 patients" organized by the National Health Commission of China at 4 pm on the 21st.
It was presided over by Li Bin, deputy director of the National Health Commission, and notified by the National Bureau
of Disease Control and Prevention under its jurisdiction.

The minutes mentioned that there are large differences in the current epidemic situation in various regions of China,
and there are “spatial clustering” characteristics in areas with high epidemic incidence. Among them, the epidemic
situation in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, Chengdu-Chongging, Lianghu, and Central China developed relatively rapidly; The
progress of the epidemic in the Yangtze River Delta, Pearl River Delta, Northwest and Northeast regions is relatively
slow.

The minutes pointed out that the epidemic situation in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region is currently in a "high
epidemic" stage. However, Beijing has passed the peak period of the epidemic, and the epidemic situation has shown
a "steady decline" trend recently, but there are still a large number of new infections every day, and it has entered the
peak period of critical illness and severe illness, and medical treatment services are facing greater pressure

The summary mentioned that since December 1, a total of 1,100 genomes of infected persons have been reported in
19 provinces and regions in China. A total of 12 Omicron variants have been found in effective sequences. The main
epidemic strains are BA.5.2, BF.7 and BM.7. Among them, Beijing, Heilongjiang, Guizhou and Xinjiang have a high
proportion of BF.7, and other provinces and regions have a high proportion of BA.5.2. So far, no new mutant strains
with significant changes in transmissibility, pathogenicity and immune escape have been found.

According to the analysis of the meeting, the overall epidemic situation in the country has been in a stage of rapid
development recently, and the rate of new infections in a single day has been accelerating. Since December, the
cumulative infection rate of the population has exceeded 17%. It is expected that many provinces and regions across
the country will gradually enter the peak period of the epidemic in late December. And the provinces and regions where
the current epidemic situation is rising rapidly are or will soon show a trend of "radiating from provincial capitals to
small and medium-sized cities and rural areas”. About one week after the peak of the epidemic, there will be peaks of
severe and non-severe cases.
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