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82 newly confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variants; 55 local and 27 imported

cases
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-02-13 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (Feb. 13) that Taiwan added 82 confirmed cases of
Omicron subtype variants, including 55 local cases (33 BA.2.75 cases, 14 BA.5 cases, 8 BQ.1 cases, 0 BA.2 cases, 0
BFE.7 cases, 0 XBB cases); and 27 imported cases (10 BA2,75 cases, 5 BA.5 cases, 5 XBB cases, 4 BQ.1 cases, 2 BE.7
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cases, and 1 BA.2 case). Confirmed cases of imported Omicron subtype mutants detected in Taiwan so far: 1,569 BA.5
cases, 1,035 BA.2 cases, 177 BA.2.75 cases, 158 BE.7 cases, 104 BA.4 cases, 56 BQ.1 cases, 38 XBB cases; further,
among local confirmed cases, there are 1,628 BA.5 cases, 2,540 BA.2 cases, 140 B A.2.75 cases, 37 BQ.1 cases, 12
BF.7 cases, 5 XBB cases and 5 BA.4 case in Taiwan.

According to the command center, among the 27 imported cases, there were 14 males and 13 females, aged between
under 5 years old and 70s, and the date of entry is between January 26 and February 02, 2023. Among them, 10 BA.2.75
imported cases were imported from Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and Korea (2 cases each), Japan and Vietnam (1
case each); 5 BA.5 imported cases were from China (3 cases), Turkey and Japan (1 case each); 5 XBB cases were
imported from Malaysia (2 cases), Canada, UK ad Singapore (1 case each); 4 BQ.1 cases were imported from Japan
(2 cases),Canada and Thailand (1 case each); 2 BF.7 cases were imported from China and Korea (1 case each); 1
BA.2 imported case was imported from Thailand.

According to the command center, the World Health Organization (WHO) pointed out on February 8 this year that
BA.S5 and its derivative variants (including BQ.x, BE.7) are still the global mainstream strains, at present, accounting
for about 53.9%, BA.2 and its derivative variants account for about 12.6%. In addition, the proportion of recombinant
mutant strains increased to 24.6% in total, mainly XBB.1.5 mutant strains; BQ.1.1, BQ.1 and XBB.1.5 mutant strains
were the most common among the Omicron clade mutant strains, and there were co-prevalence of different types of
mutant strains in most countries. The WHO stated that mutant strains such as BQ.1, BQ.1.1, BF.7, BA.2.75.2, and XBB
have better transmission and adaptability, and must continue to be closely monitored, however, whether a new wave of
epidemics will be triggered still depends on factors such as population immunity in the region, the time and scale of
previous Omicron outbreaks, and vaccine coverage. Existing evidence shows that the severity of the disease has not
increased significantly. We will continue to closely monitor the evolution and prevalence of international virus strains.

The command center emphasized that according to existing research, vaccination with next-generation vaccine
supplements is still protective against emerging mutant strains such as BQ.1, BF.7, and XBB, and can reduce the risk
of severe illness, hospitalization, or death caused by infection with COVID-19. The public is requested to complete the
vaccination as soon as possible, and implement personal epidemic prevention measures such as frequent hand washing
and wearing masks to gain protection. The command center will continue the type inspection and sequencing ratio of
variant strains of overseas and local cases, and focus on the gene sequencing of respiratory samples from severe and
reinfected cases of COVID-19 children with encephalitis.
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