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69 newly confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variants; 38 local and 31 imported

cases
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-02-20 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (Feb. 20) that Taiwan added 69 confirmed cases of
Omicron subtype variants, including 38 local cases (25 BA.2.75 cases, 12 BQ.1 cases, 1 BA.S case, 0 BA.2 cases, 0
BF.7 cases, 0 XBB cases); and 31 imported cases (19 BA2,75 cases, 6 XBB cases, 5 BA.5 cases, 1 BF.7 case, 0 BQ.1
cases, and 0 BA.2 case). Confirmed cases of imported Omicron subtype mutants detected in Taiwan so far: 1,574 BA.5
cases, 1,035 BA.2 cases, 196 BA.2.75 cases, 159 BFE.7 cases, 104 BA.4 cases, 56 BQ.1 cases, 44 XBB cases; further,
among local confirmed cases, there are 1,629 BA.5 cases, 2,540 BA.2 cases, 165 B A.2.75 cases, 49 BQ.1 cases, 12
BF.7 cases, 5 XBB cases and 5 BA.4 case in Taiwan.

According to the command center, among the 31 imported cases, who entered Taiwan between February 02 and
February 19, 2023. Among them, 19 BA.2.75 imported cases were imported from Japan (7 cases), Korea (4 cases),


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/UrkTPDSIiuEtPqjzJxfTug?typeid=9

China (2 cases), Indonesia, Hong Kong, Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore and Macau (1 case each); 6 XBB cases were
imported from Japan (2 cases), Turkey, USA and Malaysia (1 case each); 5 BA.5 imported cases were from China
(4 cases), Japan (1 case); 1 BE.7 cases were imported from Japan.

According to the command center, the World Health Organization (WHO) pointed out on February 15 this year that
BA.S and its derivative variants (including BQ.x, BF.7) are still the global mainstream strains, at present, accounting
for about 42.7%; The proportion of recombinant variants (including XBB.x, XBB.1.5, XBF) rose to 32.7%; BA.2 and
its derivative variants accounted for about 13%. At present, BA.5, BQ.1, XBB.1.5 and their derivative variants are
mostly in the Western Pacific, Europe and America respectively, and there are co-circulation of different types of
variants in most countries. Existing evidence shows that the severity of the disease has not increased significantly, and
the evolution and prevalence of international virus strains will continue to be closely monitored.

The command center emphasized that according to existing research, vaccination with next-generation vaccine
supplements is still protective against emerging mutant strains such as BQ.1, BF.7, and XBB, and can reduce the risk
of severe illness, hospitalization, or death caused by infection with COVID-19. The public is requested to complete the
vaccination as soon as possible, and implement personal epidemic prevention measures such as frequent hand washing
and wearing masks to gain protection.
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