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Taiwan added 4 local cases of monkeypox: The public is urged to avoid close
contact with unspecified persons. If they have suspected symptoms, they should
seek medical treatment as soon as possible and inform them of their travel history

and contact history
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2023-03-14 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today (March 14)
that there were 4 new local confirmed cases of monkeypox in China, all of whom were males of their own nationality.
Among them, 3 cases are located in the north and 1 case is in the south. They are in their 30s to 50s, and the onset date
is between February 26 and March 6. Due to symptoms such as fever, sore throat, rash, swollen lymph nodes, blisters,
pustules, etc., after evaluation by a doctor, they were tested and reported. They were confirmed positive between March
8th and March 10th. A total of 14 middle- and high-risk contacts were listed after the epidemic investigation. They have
undergone health education and self-health monitoring for 21 days. The other 58 low-risk contacts have been given
general health education to pay attention to their own symptoms. All 4 cases are currently being treated in isolation in
the hospital.

The CDC pointed out that my country has listed monkeypox as a second-class legal infectious disease since June 23
last year. As of today, a total of 7 local and 5 imported cases have been confirmed (infected countries include Germany,
the United States, and Austria). Since the outbreak of monkeypox in the world last May in the UK, at least 109 countries
have reported more than 86,000 confirmed cases, mainly in the Americas (58,750 cases) and Europe (25,859 cases).
Among them, the United States has accumulated 30,225 cases, accounting for 35% of the global total. The recent global
epidemic has slowed down, with less than 200 new cases in a single week, and 121 new cases this week, mainly in the
Americas. Asia-Pacific countries have accumulated 31 cases in Japan, 21 in Singapore and 15 in Thailand. Among
them, the recent epidemic situation in Japan has become more serious, and South Korea, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Hong Kong, and other middle-level countries have also reported sporadic cases. The epidemic situation in New Zealand
and Australia was mostly concentrated in last year. Statistics from the World Health Organization (WHO) as of March
8, 2023 indicate that 96.4% of global cases are male; the median age is 34 years old, and there are at least 269 cases of
children younger than 5 years old, and the proportion of sexually transmitted infections is about 68.8%

CDC stated, for the first phase of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) vaccination programs. Considering the factors
such as the amount of vaccines at this stage and the characteristics of vaccine storage, the methods of "concentrated
vaccination" and "intradermal" injection are mainly used. In order to achieve the maximum benefit of the vaccine, first
set up a cooperative hospital in each of the six municipalities. The department has completed the preparations for the
first phase of monkeypox vaccination related operations, including completing the revised vaccination instructions,
public vaccination instructions and consent forms, vaccine use and management plans, health education and education
training materials, etc. In order to facilitate the training of personnel in medical institutions and the use of vaccination
services, it is estimated that the hospital will need a week to complete all preparatory work.

CDC reminded that the transmission of monkeypox is limited, and this wave of epidemics is mainly transmitted from
person to person through close contact. The citizens that when going to endemic areas or domestic high-risk venues,
implement self-protection, and avoid high-risk venues such as social activities that may be in close contact with
unspecified people. In case of skin lesions such as: rashes, blisters, macules, maculopapular rashes, blisters, pustules,
etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, back pain, joint pain and any suspected symptoms such
as swollen lymph glands (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin) appear, seek medical treatment as soon as
possible, and actively inform the doctor(s) of your travel history, history of exposure to high-risk areas and contact
history. In addition to continuing to strengthen quarantine measures at international ports and public risk
communication and health education, the department has also purchased and allocated antiviral drugs and monkeypox
vaccines for eligible persons, and strengthened monitoring, notification, and timely adjustment of relevant prevention
and control policies. For relevant information, please visit the CDC's global information website
(https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic toll-free epidemic prevention line 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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