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Third wave of Omicron outbreaks continued to decline, with an average of 8804
new local cases of COVID-19 per day last week; 65 confirmed cases of Omicron

subtype variants
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-03-16 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (Mar. 16) “Taiwan reported an average of 8,959 new
confirmed cases of COVID-19 per day in Taiwan last week (Mar. 10- Mar. 16), including 8,804 local cases and 155
imported cases; In addition, last week, an average of 41 new deaths were confirmed every day. New cases showed a
downward trend from the previous week. Further, 65 confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variant strains were newly


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/AsyuhuNb0uZMzoJxccOugA?typeid=9

detected, including 39 local cases and 26 imported cases.”

The command center stated that the average daily increase in local cases in counties and cities last week was; New
Taipei City (1,703 cases), Taichung City (1,072 cases), Kaohsiung City (1,046 cases), Taoyuan City (953 cases), Taipei
City (794 cases), Tainan City (749 cases), Changhua County (359 cases), Hsinchu County (266 cases), Pingtung County
(241 cases), Miaoli County (227 cases), Hsinchu City (227 cases), Yilan County (194 cases), Yunlin County (181 cases),
Keelung City (164 cases), Nantou County (148 cases), Chiayi County (140 cases), Hualien County (123 cases), Chiayi
City (98 cases), Taitung County (63 cases), Kinmen County (35 cases),Penghu County (20 cases), Lianjiang County (1
case). In addition, among the death cases last week, 95% had a history of chronic diseases, 66% had not received three
doses of vaccines, and 92% were over 60 years old. Since 2020, a total of 10,143,788 cases of COVID-19 have been
confirmed and 18,371 deaths in Taiwan.

The command center pointed out that among the Omicron subtype variants detected last week, 39 local cases were
30 cases of BA.2.75, 4 cases of BQ.1, 3 cases of XBB (including 2 cases of XBB.1.5), 2 cases of BA.5; Among the 26
imported cases, there were 13 cases of XBB (including 7 cases of XBB.1.5), 8 cases of BA.2.75, 3 cases of BA.5, 1
case of BQ.1, 1 case of BA.2. At present, the local mainstream virus strain is still BA.2.75, followed by BQ.1, XBB,
and BA.5. The WHO stated that Mutant strains such as BQ.1, BQ.1.1, BF.7, BA.2.75.2, CH.1.1, XBB, and XBF have
better transmission and adaptability, and must be closely monitored. Existing evidence shows that the severity of the
disease has not increased significantly, Moreover, the BA.5 next-generation vaccine is protective against mutant strains,
and we will continue to closely monitor the evolution and prevalence of international virus strains.

Command Center explained that The number of new local cases of COVID-19 in the country continues to decline,
and the number of moderate and severe cases and deaths is declining. We call on the elderly and other high-risk groups
to receive next-generation vaccines, complete basic doses and early medication, and continue to monitor the impact of
the loosening of epidemic prevention measures on the epidemic and mutant strains.

The command center once again appealed that the epidemic prevention is gradually opening up, and the next-
generation vaccine booster is still effective against emerging mutant strains such as BQ.1, BF.7, and XBB. The public
is invited to participate in the "Vaccine Plus One" activity to improve prevention and protection, and return to normal
life with peace of mind. It is also reminded to continue to implement good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and
cough etiquette, and to cooperate with various epidemic prevention regulations. It is also recommended to wear a mask
to protect your health when you have a fever or respiratory symptoms, when the elderly or immunocompromised go
out, in crowded places where proper distance cannot be maintained or in poorly ventilated places, and when you are in
close contact with the elderly or immunocompromised.

Lol DJs—F(j:EPEEJEX LI
5 =% Omicron EEIEFFHE TR, i 2% HBrg 8, 804 1 COVID-19
ARAEZE ; 58 65 41 Omicron fERYAE FAK fife i 995 5]

ity A A ) www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-03-16 IR IR E R E

IR T B TR 05 (16) HAREIN _E2E(3/10-3/16) R Hi#iE 8,959 {51 COVID-19 HEEHE] - Hrh
Ry 8,804 BIALAEZE K 155 BIBEIMEA 5 55 V8 FORE 0T 41 PISEC - SeRi—E 2 T - S
Bt 65 51 Omicron o RYSESLARMETE RG] > 733 Ky 39 BIAL(EZ K 26 BIETIMEA -

e LR - BT EEA TR EE EEE K ORrdb (1,703 41) > Zrrii(1,072 f1) - EiETi(1,046
Bil) > BRET(953 B) - ZILHI(794 B1l) > ZRITH(749 B) - BAERRG59 1) #riTig2e6 B) - FEERR(241 B) -
EESRAR(227 B) > TP (227 B) - ERIRA(194 1) - EAERA81 B) - Befzri(164 f1) - RERRR(148 B) - A
(140 1) - fEf(123 ) - ZEFETI(98 ) - EERA63 B) » E:FIRAEGS B1l) - EARAQ20 f1l) » HITRA(L f1) < 55
EISET{EZET > 95%EMSMIRE ~ 66% AT 3 FIFEHT ~ 92%4 60 5L E - H 2020 F#EEIN COVID-19 2
&1 10,206,482 {2 ~ 18,656 FISEL -

S LEH > IRt Omicron THAISERLPKM + 30 filA 1 (H2E 30 (i BA2.75 -4 (i BQ.1~ 3 il
XBB(& 2 5l XBB.1.5) ~ 25 BA.5 ; 26 i M& Ay 13 5] XBB(& 7 5] XBB.1.5) ~ 8 5] BA.2.75 ~ 3 il BA.5 ~
1% BQ.1~1%]BA.2 - HiA+F R EHEIE BA.2.75 » HifE BQ.1 ~ XBB k& BA.5 - WHO F=7< BQ.1 ~
BQ.11+ BE7 ~ BA2.75.2 ~ CH.L1 + XBB J XBF S8 SLbk ELC (0048 /1 ROMIE /) - EFFEabIRE - B3



PSEUREU R A R - B BAS AT LIRS » MR B MBI ik
BB -

fEEULSRET - 2B COVID-19 ALHgmOIEErE M > PEESSITCEERE - WRREFEESR
bR e I (O A SE S I B e 4% - RPN R TR R B (R B R S R b -

RO > DR @R - SR I AEE EIIE%E BQ.1 » BR7 » XBB Sl BRI A
B) 0 SRS TEE I 5S> SRS TENIRE ] - L OIEIE R ADE - S MERE R ATE T T
A RIZWAGETF R A EE - Boa SV E - WA BREIPRIEEIN « FRE SRR T EIMEF
NS AR E S I sl R Z 50T ~ BERFECREK T EE ) gl - RO S4EE8 S
R -

20230316E A2HA 5 3 KA MG 5£BIE AL T— BT 8804 4] : ZEEKIL 65 I (BTERBFIER)



