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The local area has dropped to 7825 cases and 35 deaths. The key "Rt value' of the

epidemic is lower than 1!
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[Reporter Wu Liangyi / Taipei Report]
The number of daily cases fell below 8,000. (Photographed by reporter Wu Liangyi)

Wuhan Pneumonia (Novel Coronavirus Disease, COVID-19)’s epidemic situation in Taiwan is obviously slowing
down. Today, there are 7,825 new local cases and 35 deaths, which is a drop from more than 8,000 cases in a single
day this week; In addition, according to the latest statistics from the command center, the "Rt value" of the observed
epidemic index number has been lower than 1, and is about 0.9, which means that the epidemic is dissipating.

The local epidemic continues to slow down, and today the number of daily cases has dropped below 8,000. Luo
Yijun, spokesman of the command center, pointed out that the latest "Rt value" (effective reproduction number) has
reached 0.9, and it is estimated that the number of infected people will still show a downward trend until the Ching
Ming Festival holiday in early April.

The full name of the Rt value (Effective reproductive number) is "effective reproductive number", which can estimate
the change in the number of infections within a certain period of time. When a resistant population appears in the late
stage of the epidemic, the Rt value will be used to observe the ability of the virus to spread to people within a certain
period of time. The Rt value reflects the trend, looking at how many people an infected person can spread to within a
certain period of time. If the Rt value is lower than 1, it means that the epidemic has begun to reverse and will not grow,
but will begin to dissipate.

Luo Yijun said “From next Monday (Mar. 20) to next Sunday (Mar. 26) is a buffer period, Although the new measures
of "exemption from notification and isolation for confirmed mild cases" started on Mar. 10, it still allows the case
definition, that is, positive mild cases reported before Mar. 19, but the number should decrease day by day.”

Luo Yijun said that in fact, almost all positive patients before March 19 will be notified between the 19th and 21st.
Therefore, the number announced after the 23rd should be significantly reduced to 5% to 10% of the current number.
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