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Taiwan added 119 Local Cases and 29 deaths, the proportion of child reports

grows
Liberty Times news.Itn.com.tw  2023-03-22 14:32

[Reporter Lin Huiqin / Report from Taipei]

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today that there were 119 new cases of local Wuhan pneumonia
(new coronavirus disease, COVID-19), all of which were local cases, and 29 new deaths. Spokesman Luo Yijun further
analyzed the distribution of confirmed cases by age group after the notification of complications was changed.
Compared with the moderate to severe cases in the past, those under the age of 12 accounted for 6.5% compared with
the previous 1.8%. The research and judgment are related to the change in the definition of notification.

After mild cases were exempt from notification and quarantine on the road on March 20, the content was adjusted
according to the COVID-19 case definition announced by the command center, if there is any clinical symptom(s) such
as fever >38 “C or within 14 days (inclusive) of respiratory symptoms, and pneumonia requiring oxygen treatment or
other complications, resulting in hospitalization (including emergency bed) or death, is considered a confirmed report.


https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/life/breakingnews/4247615

Luo Yijun pointed out that after the introduction of the new system, in terms of the confirmed cases of complication
notification, 71.4% were over the age of 65, followed by 21.6% between the ages of 19 and 64, 6.5% under the age of
12, and 0.4% between the age of 12 and 18. As for the distribution of moderate to severe diseases in the past, 79% were
over 65 years old, 18.9% were 19 to 64 years old, 1.8% were under 12 years old, and 0.3% were 12 to 18 years old.

Luo Yijun pointed out, “Judging from the changing data, children under the age of 12 have a higher growth rate. The
main reason for the judgment is that the definition of notification has changed. In the past, the use of remdesivir,
respirator or admission to the intensive care unit was classified as moderate to severe disease, but now it meets the
conditions of complications and can be notified, so there is a gap.”

Further, Luo Yijun also pointed out “In terms of old reporting system, the number of new local cases has also dropped
significantly to 260, and 11 cases have been imported from abroad. It is estimated that the main replenishment should
fall on the day before yesterday and yesterday, Today is the remaining case, but the buffer period will continue until
March 26, and it is expected that the content announced from the 28th will be completely new data.”

At present, there will be less data on mild cases to monitor, Luo Yijun emphasized that the future evaluation of the
epidemic situation will be based on four evaluations, including the number of confirmed cases notified by complications,
health insurance diagnosis codes, positive rate of institutions, and prescription of oral antiviral drugs. It is estimated
that next week's regular press conference will use this as an explanation.
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