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The third wave of Omicron epidemics continued to decline. After the
implementation of the new system on 3/20, an average of 109 new local cases of
COVID-19 (complications) were added every day; 81 confirmed cases of Omicron

subtype variants were added
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-03-23 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (March 23) that “Since the implementation of the new
system on 3/20 in Taiwan, an average of 109 confirmed cases (complications) of COVID-19 were added every day
from 3/21 to 3/23, all of which were local cases. This is slightly lower than the daily average of 119 cases of severe


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/F-LvpZaZY2AVLx312VOHew?typeid=9

cases in the month before the new system. In addition, last week (3/17-3/23) there were an average of 34 new deaths
per day, which was also lower than the average daily death rate of 41 in the previous week (3/10-3/16); Among the
deaths, 92% had a history of chronic diseases, 69% had not received three doses of vaccines, and 92% were over 60
years old. Based on comprehensive reporting trends, medical resource utilization, the number of oral antiviral drugs
prescribed, and the positive rate of residential institutions, the epidemic continues to show a downward trend.”

The command center pointed out that 81 confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variant strains were newly detected
last week. Among them, 27 local cases were 20 cases of BA.2.75, 2 cases of BA.2, 2 cases of BA.5, 1 case of BE.7, 1
case of BQ.1, and 1 case of XBB (which was XBB.1.5); The other 54 imported cases were 29 cases of BA.2.75, 23
cases of XBB (including 10 cases of XBB.1.5), 1 case of BA.2, and 1 case of BQ.1. At present, the mainstream local
virus strain is still BA.2.75, followed by BA.2 and BA.5; XBB.1.5 has accumulated 30 cases (3 local cases, 27 cases
imported from abroad). The WHO stated that Mutant strains such as BQ.1, BQ.1.1, BF.7, BA.2.75.2, CH.1.1, XBB,
and XBF have better transmission and adaptability, and must be closely monitored. Existing evidence shows that the
severity of the disease has not increased significantly, Moreover, the BA.5 next-generation vaccine is protective against
mutant strains, and we will continue to closely monitor the evolution and prevalence of international virus strains.

The command center stated “The national COVID-19 epidemic continues to decline. Most of the severe and fatal
cases have a history of chronic diseases and have not received 3 doses of vaccines. We call for vaccination and early
medication for the elderly and other high-risk groups with severe illness, and continue to monitor the impact on the
epidemic and the changes in mutant strains after the loosening of epidemic prevention measures.”

The command center once again appealed that the epidemic prevention is gradually opening up, and the next-
generation vaccine booster is still effective against emerging mutant strains such as BQ.1, BF.7, and XBB. The public
is invited to participate in the "Vaccine Plus One" activity to improve prevention and protection, and return to normal
life with peace of mind. It is also reminded to continue to implement good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and
cough etiquette, and to cooperate with various epidemic prevention regulations. It is also recommended to wear a mask
to protect your health when you have a fever or respiratory symptoms, when the elderly or immunocompromised go
out, in crowded places where proper distance cannot be maintained or in poorly ventilated places, and when you are in
close contact with the elderly or immunocompromised.
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