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In response to the next wave of epidemics, Zhang Wenhong's latest voice! China's

first mRNA new crown vaccine is here!
Sina Finance finance.sina.com.cn 2023-03-22 17:20  source: Daily Economic News

Edited by Huang Sheng

According to the latest national novel coronavirus infection situation released by the China Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, since March 3, the number of positive nucleic acid tests for COVID-19 in China has declined
with fluctuation, and the number of positive nucleic acid tests reported daily has remained above 4,000.

On March 22, #Morethan4000positive# appeared on Weibo’s trending searches and sparked heated discussions
among netizens.

<<Translation of Lead copy on the Photo>> Lead: Recently, netizens from Shanghai, Beijing, Shandong, Anhui and other
places posted on social platforms that they had been infected with COVID-19 recently."l thought | had finally made it to the
'finals', but | was still recruited in March." A Beijing resident told the People's Daily health client reporter.

According to the Health Times report on March 22, netizens from Shanghai, Beijing, Shandong, Anhui and other
places posted on social platforms posted that they had been infected with COVID-19 recently. A Beijing resident told
reporters "I thought I had finally made it to the 'finals', but I was still recruited in March." “COVID-19 is not going
away, it's just a low-level epidemic. Liu Jue, a member of the National Novel Coronavirus Expert Group of
the National Health Commission and a researcher at the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics,
School of Public Health, Peking University, told reporters.”

On March 21, Zhang Wenhong participated online in the expanded meeting of the Shanghai Yangtze River
Delta Business Innovation Research Institute Council and the 2023 Yangtze River Delta New Economy
Annual Conference, and gave a speech entitled "Collaborative Innovation to Respond to the Challenges of
the Future Pandemic". Regarding how to deal with the next wave of epidemics, Zhang Wenhong also talked
about his latest views.

Zhang Wenhong talked about the next round of epidemic

"Though the current work is detection and treatment, as for the next wave (epidemic), which will be relatively simple
compared to the previous wave of the pandemic. More importantly, we have to prepare for the technology platform
of the future pandemic, including several coordinated platforms on vaccines, treatment, testing, and public
measures. This technology platform must be in a normalized state of preparation.”

According to The Paper of March 21, Zhang Wenhong, Director of the National Center for Infectious Diseases and
Director of the Department of Infectious Diseases at Huashan Hospital affiliated to Fudan University, who participated
in the enlarged meeting of the Shanghai Yangtze River Delta Business Innovation Research Institute Council and the
2023 Yangtze River Delta New Economy Annual Meeting online, said this about how to deal with the next wave of
epidemics.


https://finance.sina.com.cn/jjxw/2023-03-22/doc-imymtvzy9945790.shtml

On March 17, the World Health Organization (WHO) stated at a regular epidemic briefing that the COVID-19
epidemic is expected to no longer be listed as a public health emergency of international concern this year. Zhang
Wenhong believes that the new crown will transform into a local epidemic in the future. "Endemic" means that a virus
enters a lower level of epidemic after a pandemic, and no longer causes major harm to human society. For example,
Zhang Wenhong's team detected the types of H3N2 and HIN1 in the recent epidemic of influenza A. These two strains
are normalized epidemic strains that have mutated continuously after the pandemic, and will not cause a terrible
pandemic. Diseases such as measles and chickenpox are also normal infectious diseases left in human society after the
pandemic.

Zhang Wenhong explained that in terms of epidemic wave, COVID-19 has become more and more inclined to
coronaviruses that are already familiar to us, such as OC43 and HKU1 (two coronaviruses that mainly cause common
colds, from rodents). If it enters into a normalized epidemic, it will have peaks in stages, and the detection ratio in the
influenza-like population is about 1%0-2%o. Although the proportion of COVID-19 detected among influenza-like
populations in China is about 5%o-10%o, it can be judged that China is currently in a state of low prevalence of COVID-
19.

According to China Youth Daily, Zhang Wenhong, a member of the National Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference, said on the evening of March 4, “From a global perspective, all countries that have
experienced the first round of outbreaks infected by Omicron have recorded a second round of epidemics, but the height
and impact of the second round of epidemics vary from country to country.”

Regarding the arrival time of the second round of the epidemic, Zhang Wenhong said that my country reached the
peak of this round of infections at the end of December last year, and the antibodies acquired by the infected people
will gradually decline after 5 to 6 months. The duration of the decline of antibody levels, however, will vary from
person to person and from region to region, and it is also related to the mutation of the virus in the next wave
of the epidemic. Therefore, the second round of the epidemic will not come as uniformly as the first round.

Zhang Wenhong said that after three years of fighting the epidemic, my country has established a mechanism to deal
with the epidemic, which includes the strengthening of the capabilities of grassroots health care institutions, the launch
of domestically produced new crown drugs, and the increase in production. "Overall, China is making continuous
preparations for the subsequent epidemic. I believe that the next wave of epidemics will not have a major impact on
our country's economic activities."

CSPC: COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine Approved for Emergency Authorization

On March 22, CSPC Group Co., Ltd. (CSPC Group, 1093.HK) issued an announcement saying that following the
recommendation of the National Health and Health Commission, the State Drug Administration organized an argument
and agreed that the company's novel coronavirus mRNA vaccine (SYS6006) was put into emergency use in China to
prevent the disease caused by the novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19).

According to the announcement, SYS6006 is an mRNA vaccine independently developed by CSPC that covers the
core mutation site of the Omicron BA.5 mutant strain, which got emergency approval from the National Medical
Products Administration for clinical trials in April last year, and the company has completed Phase I, Phase II and
sequential booster immunization clinical trials in China, through the clinical research results of more than 5,500 people
have proved its safety, immunogenicity and protective efficacy.

According to reports, the incidence of various adverse events of SYS6006 is low and the severity is relatively mild.
The main adverse events are fever and pain at the injection site, and they are mainly grade 1 or 2. Compared with the
adult group, the incidence and severity of adverse events in the elderly group were significantly reduced, and the risk-
benefit ratio was better in the elderly group. After booster vaccination with 1 dose of SYS6006, the geometric mean
titer (GMT) of neutralizing antibody against Omicron BA.5 was 236 at 14 days, which was 83 times that before booster
vaccination.

It is worth noting that CSPC stated that this product is China's first self-developed mRNA vaccine product
that has been authorized for emergency use.

Among the 9 novel coronavirus vaccines that have been conditionally approved or approved for emergency use in
China, 5 inactivated vaccines are used as basic vaccines, and 2 virus vector vaccines and 2 recombinant protein vaccines
are used as sequential booster vaccines. Prior to this, there was no novel coronavirus vaccine with mRNA technology
route approved in China. According to the research report of China Development Bank Securities in December last
year.



Domestic mRNA vaccines started late, and among the products in the research and development stage, faster novel
coronavirus mRNA vaccines are the products of Watson Bio (35.030, -0.88, -2.45%) (300142) and CanSino (118.600,
-2.99, -2.46%) Bio (688185), both of which are in Phase Il clinical trials and Phase I clinical stage.
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