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20 new confirmed cases of monkeypox (Mpox) were added, and people who are
eligible for monkeypox vaccination are urged to go to cooperative medical

institutions for vaccination as soon as possible
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-05-23 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced on May 23 that 20
new domestic cases of monkeypox (Mpox) in Taiwan were added, among them, 17 cases were local cases, and 3 cases
were imported cases from abroad who were imported from Thailand (2 cases) and Japan (1 case), all of them were
Taiwanese males, aged between their 20s and 40s, 10 in the northern, 1 in the central, 3 in the southern part of Taiwan.
Due to symptoms such as fever, swollen lymph glands, blisters and pustules successively appearing in the body from
April 15 to May 19, after evaluation by a doctor, a test was taken and reported, and the diagnosis was confirmed between
May 16 and May 21, respectively. After the epidemic investigation, 25 high-risk contacts were listed, and they have
undergone health education and self-health monitoring for 21 days.

CDC pointed out since the monkeypox epidemic broke out in the UK in mid-May last year (2022), more than 87,000
cases have been reported in at least 110 countries around the world, with the largest distribution in America and Europe.
Recently, the global epidemic has slowed down, but the Asia-Pacific countries have slightly increased. Among them,
the epidemic in South Korea has risen significantly since April. So far, there have been 80 new cases and most of them
are local cases. Due to the local infection risk, the CDC has raised the recommendation level of the monkeypox travel
epidemic in South Korea to Level 1: “Watch” since May 15. At present, a total of 38 countries in the world are listed
as the first level. Since June 23 last year, my country has listed Mpox as a class-2 legal infectious disease. As of today,
a total of 111 cases (98 local cases and 13 cases imported from abroad) have been diagnosed, of which 53 cases have
recovered, 10 cases are still in hospital, and 48 cases are still in hospital. An example is in home independent health
management.

According to statistics from the CDC, as of May 22, a total 0f 32,608 Mpox vaccination services have been completed,
including 198 post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) vaccinations and 32,410 pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
vaccinations; which dovetail with the fact that a total of 31,047 people were vaccinated according to "those who have
had high-risk behaviors in the past 6 months". In addition, 29,942 people have been vaccinated with 1 dose, and 2,666
people have completed 2 doses of vaccination.

CDC stated, “in order to provide people who meet the vaccination conditions of "having high-risk sexual behavior
in the past 6 months", including people who have received the first dose of vaccine at least 4 weeks apart and should
complete the second dose, more convenient and accessible vaccination services, according to our data, as of May 22, a
total of 82 cooperative medical institutions across the country can provide vaccination services. People who meet the
conditions disclosed above can go to the website of the health bureau of each county or city government or the global
information website of the CDC/monkeypox area/monkeypox vaccine/cooperative hospital for the third stage
monkeypox vaccination (https://gov.tw/3SG), inquire about the list of partner hospitals and appointment registration
and other information, and go directly to the partner medical institution to make an appointment for vaccination, or
refer for vaccination when visiting a STD clinic. The CDC reminded that according to the literature, the protective
power of two full doses of monkeypox vaccine is close to 90%, and the protective power of one dose is about 40-80%.
In addition, it is also reminded that after vaccination, the body needs time (about 14 days) to produce antibodies to
achieve protection. Therefore, people who have received only one dose within 14 days are reminded to still properly
protect themselves and reduce the risk of exposure.”

CDC reminded that the target persons of Mpox is limited, and this wave of epidemics is mainly spread through close
contact between people. Remind the public to go to endemic areas or domestic risk areas. The citizens that when going
to endemic areas or domestic risky venues, implement self-protection, and avoid risky venues such as social activities
that may be in close contact with unspecified people. In case of skin lesions such as: rashes, blisters, macules,
maculopapular rashes, blisters, pustules, etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, back pain, joint
pain and any suspected symptoms such as swollen lymph glands (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin) appear,
seek medical treatment wearing mask, as soon as possible, and actively inform the doctor(s) of your travel history,
history of exposure to high-risk areas and contact history. In addition to continuing to strengthen quarantine measures
at international ports and public risk communication and health education, the department has also purchased and
allocated antiviral drugs and monkeypox vaccines for eligible persons, and strengthened monitoring, notification, and
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timely adjustment of relevant prevention and control policies. For relevant information, please visit the CDC's global
information website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic toll-free epidemic prevention line 1922 (or 0800-
001922).
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