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Continue to implement various measures of '"Class B and B Management" (State

Council Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism Press Conference)
China Net Health China www.health.china.com.cn ~ 2023-05-09 10:02:19 Source: People's Daily
Online

The joint prevention and control mechanism of the State Council held a press conference on the 8th to introduce the
relevant situation of the prevention and control work after the new crown epidemic no longer constitutes a "public
health emergency of international concern", and answered questions from reporters.

Mi Feng, spokesperson of the National Health Commission and deputy director of the Publicity Department, said
that recently, World Health Organization announced that COVID-19 epidemic no longer constitutes a "public health
emergency of international concern", and that this does not mean that COVID-19 is over as a global health threat. The
world must transition from emergency mode to manage COVID-19 together with other infectious diseases and cannot
stop working. All localities and departments should continue to implement various measures of "B class management
for class B diseases" to facilitate the production and life of the people while ensuring their healthy life.

COVID-19 no longer constitutes a "public health emergency of international concern" and "indicates that with the
current capabilities of mankind, the hazards of the epidemic can be effectively controlled. Liang Wannian, head of the
expert group of the NHC's Epidemic Response and Disposal Leading Group said, “We must continue to adhere to the
necessary prevention and control measures to deal with possible epidemic risks next, such as continuing to monitor the
mutation of COVID-19 and the occurrence and development of the epidemic, and continue to strengthen the vaccination
of high-risk groups and key groups, continue to strengthen clinical management and treatment capabilities, especially
for severe cases, continue to improve the public health system and strengthen grassroots capacity building, and
strengthen the skills training of medical personnel and related material reserves, etc.”

Liang Wannian said, “countries can take targeted prevention and control measures according to their own conditions,
which will further reduce and eliminate restrictions on cross-border transportation, trade, travel, and study abroad, and
increase the convenience of global personnel exchanges and goods circulation.” For our country, it is conducive to
international exchanges such as trade, tourism, academic exchanges, and studying abroad, and it is conducive to
devoting more energy and time to developing the economy and improving people's livelihood.

"Overall, the current domestic epidemic situation is still in a state of local sporadic sporadic, medical services in
various places are in normal order, and there have been no large-scale epidemics across the country." According to Liu
Qing, deputy director of the Department of Infectious Disease Prevention and Control of the National Bureau of Disease
Control and Prevention, recently, the monitoring results of fever clinics across the country showed that during the "May
1st" period, the epidemic situation in some areas increased slightly, but the number of severe cases in hospitals did not
increase significantly, and the normal order of diagnosis and treatment in medical institutions was not affected. It is
expected that after the "May 1st" holiday, the epidemic situation in some areas may rebound slightly, but the possibility
of a large-scale regional epidemic situation is unlikely.

At present, the main epidemic strains of the novel coronavirus in my country are XBB series variants. According to
Chen Cao, a researcher at the Institute of Viral Diseases of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
according to monitoring data, in late April this year, among the imported cases, the XBB series mutant strains accounted
for 97.5%, which is basically consistent with the global XBB series mutant strains. Among local cases, the proportion
of XBB series variant strains increased from 0.2% in mid-February to 74.4% in late April. The XBB series mutant
strain is a kind of Omicron recombinant mutant strain. Its transmission ability and immune escape ability are stronger
than the early popular Omicron mutant strains, but the pathogenicity has no obvious change.

The COVID-19 outbreak no longer constitutes a "public health emergency of international concern”, and the
reduction of restrictions on international exchanges may accelerate the importation and spread of the virus. Liu Qing
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said, “It is necessary to closely track the domestic and foreign epidemic situation, strengthen the monitoring of imported
epidemics and new mutant strains, and deal with clustered epidemics that may be caused by foreign new mutant strains
in a standardized manner. Carry out epidemiological investigations in a timely manner, take targeted prevention and
control measures, and strictly prevent the risk of a sharp rebound of the epidemic caused by imported epidemics and
new mutant strains.”

How to deal with secondary infection? Wang Guiqiang, director of the Department of Infectious Diseases at Peking
University First Hospital, said that the clinical manifestations of secondary infections are mainly asymptomatic or mild.
Once infected, don't panic, treat symptomatically, and maintain good personal hygiene to avoid or reduce the risk of
further transmission. The elderly and those with underlying diseases should move forward, intervene early, take good
personal protection, and recommend vaccination.

(Reporter: Shen Shaotie)
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