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The COVID-19 is on the rise, with an average of 209 new local cases of COVID-19
(complications) per day last week; another 160 new cases of Omicron subtype

variants were detected
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-05-30 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today (May 30) that
since the implementation of the new system on Mar. 20 in Taiwan, an average of 209 local confirmed cases
(complications) of COVID-19 were added every day last week (May 24- May 30), which shows an increase compared
with the daily average of 203 cases in the previous week (May 17- May 23). Since May, a total of 4,904 cases of local
complications have been accumulated, of which 2,416 cases (about 49%) have not received three doses of vaccines,
and 1,684 cases (about 70%) have not received any doses of vaccines. Last week (May 21 to May 27), there were an
average of 20 new deaths per day, an increase compared to that of the average daily death rate of 18 cases in the previous
week (May 14 to May 20); Among the new death cases, 95% had a history of chronic diseases, 58% had not received
three doses of vaccines, and 94% were over 60 years old. Based on comprehensive analysis of the trend of cases, the
use of medical resources, the number of oral antiviral drugs prescribed, and the positive rate of residential institutions
shows that the epidemic is on the rise and requires continuous monitoring.

The CDC pointed out that 160 confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variant strains were newly detected last week.
Among them, 89 local cases were; 59 cases of XBB (including 24 cases of XBB.1.5, 13 cases of XBB.1.16, 4 cases of
XBB.2.3), 29 cases of BA.2.75, 1 case of BF.7; Further, 71 imported cases were; 58 cases of XBB (including 21 cases
of XBB.1.16, 16 cases of XBB.1.5, 2 cases of XBB.2.3), 12 cases of BA.2.75, and 1 case of BA.2. According to the
total monitoring in the past four weeks, the local mainstream virus strain is XBB (59%), followed by BA.2.75 (39%)
which must be closely observed. The WHO stated that Mutant strains such as XBB, BQ.1, and BA.2.75 have better
transmission and adaptability, the BA.5 next-generation vaccine is still protective against mutant strains, and the global
XBB and its derivative mutant strains account for about 90%, of which XBB.1.5 is the most popular (41.6%), in
addition, the proportion of XBB.1.9.1 (15.7%), XBB.1.16 (13.2%), XBB.1.9.2 (5.72) and XBB.2.3 (3.6%) have
increased. The existing evidence, however, shows that the severity of the disease has not increased significantly, and
the evolution and prevalence of international virus strains will continue to be closely monitored.

The CDC further stated that in response to the recent increase in the domestic COVID-19 epidemic, 76% of the
complications are elderly people over the age of 65, in addition, most of the complications and death cases have a
history of chronic diseases and have not received 3 doses of vaccines. In order to reduce the risk of severe illness and
death after the elderly are infected with COVID-19, the elderly are encouraged to get the COVID-19 vaccine as soon
as possible to obtain protection as soon as possible. In addition, remind children if they have convulsions, poor
consciousness or persistent drowsiness, difficulty breathing or chest dimples, pale or purple lips, blood oxygen
saturation lower than 94%, cold limbs with mottled skin, cold sweat, body temperature greater than 41 degrees, muscle
jumping convulsions, unsteady gait, please seek medical attention immediately for immediate treatment and proper
care.

CDC calls for that inoculation of next-generation vaccine supplements is still effective against emerging mutant
strains such as BQ.1 and XBB. People who are eligible and have not been vaccinated should be vaccinated as soon as
possible, and good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough etiquette should continue to be implemented. In
particular the following four situations: If you have a fever or respiratory symptoms, when the elderly or
immunocompromised go out, in crowded places where proper distance cannot be maintained or with poor ventilation,
or when you are in close contact with the elderly or immunocompromised, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect
the health of yourself and others.

CDC once again appealed that “Vaccination against COVID-19 can reduce infection and reduce the risk of severe
illness and death. Remind those who have not completed 3 doses of vaccination to get vaccinated as soon as possible.
Among them, it is recommended to inoculate the Moderna BA.4/5 generation vaccine for additional doses to enhance
immune protection; In addition, people who have not been vaccinated against the Moderna BA.4/5 generation vaccine
this year are also encouraged to get vaccinated to jointly improve their immune protection. At the same time remind
the public, before going to get vaccinated against COVID-19, you should prepare your health insurance card or other
documents that can prove your identity. If you are receiving the second or additional dose of COVID-19 vaccine, please
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remember to bring the "COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card" and explain the past vaccination history during the pre-
vaccination assessment, so as to facilitate the doctor's assessment. After vaccination, you must pay more attention to
your physical condition, drink plenty of water and rest more, and ask your family members to help you pay attention.
If you have a persistent fever for more than 48 hours, severe allergic reactions such as dyspnea, wheezing, dizziness,
rapid heartbeat, rashes and other symptoms, you should seek medical attention as soon as possible to find out the cause.
In addition, for relevant vaccination information and distribution of health education products, please refer to the
information announced by each county and city.”
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