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23 new confirmed cases of monkeypox (Mpox) were added, and the recipients of
monkeypox vaccination were expanded from July 5th, and people who are eligible
for monkeypox vaccination were urged to get vaccinated as soon as possible to

protect themselves and others
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-07-04 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced on July 04 that 23
new domestic cases of monkeypox (Mpox) in Taiwan were added. Among them, 21 cases were local and 2 cases were
imported cases (Philippines and Vietnam), 15 live in the north, 5 in the central, 3 in the south, none in the east of
Taiwan, they are aged between their 10s and 40s, Due to symptoms such as fever, swollen lymph glands, blisters and
pustules successively appearing in the body from June 19 to June 30, after evaluation by a doctor, a test was taken and
reported, and the diagnosis was confirmed between June 27 to July 03, respectively. After the epidemic investigation,
45 high-risk contacts were listed, and they have undergone health education and self-health monitoring for 21 days.
Since June 23 last year, my country has listed Mpox as a class-2 legal infectious disease. As of July 03, a total of 221
cases (206 local cases and 15 cases imported from abroad) have been diagnosed, of which 155 cases have recovered, 6
cases are still in hospital, and 60 cases are still in hospital. An example is in home independent health management.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention pointed out that among the local cases announced this time, one of
them was a foreign female in her 30s in the north. The case sought medical treatment due to blisters and other symptoms
on the body on June 21. On June 30, she went to the doctor again because the symptoms did not get well. After the
evaluation by the doctor, she took a test and reported it. On July 2, she was judged as a confirmed case. Since the
occupation of this case is a foreign nurse, the Health Bureau has urgently contacted and listed 6 high-risk contacts for
relevant prevention and control measures. According to the preliminary epidemic investigation results, none of the
contacts have shown relevant symptoms. The Health Bureau continues to investigate the possible source of infection.

CDC stated, according to the resolution of the Vaccination Group (ACIP) meeting of the Ministry of Health and
Welfare's Advisory Committee on Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases held on June 28, the subject of
monkeypox vaccination was expanded, the Mpox vaccine pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) vaccination targets will be
officially adjusted from July 5, from the original "persons who have had high-risk sexual behavior in the past 6 months,
such as: multiple sexual partners, sex trade service providers, people who have sex in business places, patients with
sexually transmitted diseases, etc.", relaxed as "risky sexual behavior in the past 1 year (for example: multiple sexual
partners, sex trade service providers, sexual behavior in business places, etc.); Those who have suffered from sexually
transmitted diseases in the past; or those who have sexual contact with any of the above-mentioned conditions." CDC
also reminds that according to statistics, as of July 3, a total of 104 cooperative medical institutions across the country
can provide vaccination services, and 29 cooperative medical institutions in 11 counties and cities provide outpatient
services at night or on holidays. Relevant information can be inquired under CDC Global Information
Network/Monkeypox Area/Monkeypox Vaccine/Monkeypox Vaccination Service Cooperative Medical Institute
Information (https://gov.tw/3SG), And you can directly click on the linked website of each partner institution to make
an appointment for registration. In addition, the county and city health bureaus are also actively planning to set up
community outreach vaccination stations to provide vaccination services to improve the accessibility of vaccination for
priority groups. People who meet the vaccination requirements, especially those who have been infected with sexually
transmitted diseases or who have sexual contacts are at risk of sexually transmitted diseases, can complete 2 doses of
vaccination as soon as possible through multiple vaccination channels to protect themselves and others.
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According to statistics from the CDC, as of July 03, a total of 62,468 Mpox vaccination services have been completed,
including 347 post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) vaccinations and 62,121 pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
vaccinations; 44,025 people have been vaccinated with one dose, and 18,443 people have completed two doses of
vaccination, which is about 50% of the second dose that should be vaccinated after 4 weeks. People who can receive
the second dose of vaccine are also reminded to complete the second dose as soon as possible to achieve 90% protection.
According to statistics, about 90% of the confirmed cases have not been vaccinated, and after vaccination, the body
needs time (about 14 days) to produce antibodies to achieve protection. Therefore, people who have received only one
dose within 14 days are reminded to still properly protect themselves and reduce the risk of exposure.

The CDC appeals that the transmission of monkeypox is limited, and this wave of epidemics is mainly transmitted
from person to person through close contact, reminding the public to go to endemic areas or domestic risk areas should
implement self-protection. Remind the public to go to endemic areas or domestic risk areas. The citizens that when
going to endemic areas or domestic risky venues, implement self-protection, and avoid risky venues such as social
activities that may be in close contact with unspecified people. In case of skin lesions such as: rashes, blisters, macules,
maculopapular rashes, blisters, pustules, etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, back pain, joint
pain and any suspected symptoms such as swollen lymph glands (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin) appear,
seek medical treatment wearing mask, as soon as possible, and actively inform the doctor(s) of your travel history,
history of exposure to high-risk areas and contact history. In addition to continuing to strengthen quarantine measures
at international ports and public risk communication and health education, the department has also purchased and
allocated antiviral drugs and monkeypox vaccines for eligible persons, and strengthened monitoring, notification, and
timely adjustment of relevant prevention and control policies. For relevant information, please visit the CDC's global
information website (https://www.cdec.gov.tw) or call the domestic toll-free epidemic prevention line 1922 (or 0800-
001922).
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