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14 new confirmed cases of monkeypox (Mpox) have been added, and people who
are eligible for monkeypox vaccination are urged to get vaccinated as soon as

possible to protect themselves and others
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-08-15 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced on Augst 15 that 14
new domestic cases of monkeypox (Mpox) in Taiwan were added. All of the cases were Taiwanese males; 5 live in the
north, 4 in the central, 5 in the south, none in the east of Taiwan, they are aged between their 20s and 50s, Due to
symptoms such as fever, swollen lymph glands, blisters and pustules successively appearing in the body from July 17
to August 07, after evaluation by a doctor, a test was taken and reported, and the diagnosis was confirmed between
August 08 to August 13, respectively. After the epidemic investigation, 39 high-risk contacts were listed, and they have
undergone health education and self-health monitoring for 21 days.

CDC pointed out that monkeypox epidemics in Asia-Pacific countries are still on the rise recently, among them, the
epidemic situation in China has been on the rise since June, and 491 cases were reported in a single month in July, 4.6
times the 106 cases reported in June, and a total of 599 cases have been reported so far. The reported cases came from
23 provinces and municipalities, among which Guangdong Province and Beijing City reported the most cases. The
epidemic in Hong Kong has also been on the rise since mid-July, with a total of 28 cases so far. In addition, the epidemic
situation in Japan and South Korea is still showing a slow upward trend, with a total of 194 and 134 cases respectively,
most of which are local cases; the epidemic situation in Thailand has increased since May, with a total of 119 cases so
far. Today, the agency raised the level of travel advice for China and Thailand to the first level: Watch (Watch). Currently,
a total of 40 countries are listed as the first level: Watch (Watch). Since June 23 last year, Taiwan has listed Mpox as a
class-2 legal infectious disease. As of August 14, a total of 280 cases (264 local cases and 16 cases imported from
abroad) have been diagnosed, of which 229 cases have recovered, 7 cases are still in hospital, and 44 cases are in home
independent health management.

According to the CDC, starting from July 5th, the expanded monkeypox vaccination targets are "those who have had
risky sexual behaviors in the past year (for example: multiple sexual partners, sex trade service providers, those who
have sex in business places, etc.); those who have suffered from sexually transmitted diseases in the past; or those who
have sexual contact with any of the above-mentioned conditions", etc. At present, a total of 126 cooperative medical
institutions across the country can provide vaccination services; Relevant information can be inquired under CDC
Global Information Network/Monkeypox Area/Monkeypox Vaccine/Monkeypox Vaccination Service Cooperation
Medical Institute Information (https://gov.tw/3SG), and you can directly click on the linked website of each partner
institution to make an appointment for registration. In addition, the county and city health bureaus are also actively
planning to set up community outreach vaccination stations to provide vaccination services to improve the accessibility
of monkeypox vaccination target subjects.

According to statistics from the CDC, as of August 14 a total of 80,335 Mpox vaccination services have been
completed, including 466 post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) vaccinations and 80,335 pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
vaccinations; 27,218 people have completed 2 doses of vaccination, and 26,365 people have only received 1 dose. The
department appeals to people who meet the vaccination requirements, especially those who have been infected with
sexually transmitted diseases or have sexual contact with sexually transmitted diseases, belong to the high-risk group
of monkeypox infection. They can complete 2 doses of vaccination as soon as possible through multiple vaccination
channels to protect themselves and others. Further, people who can receive the second dose of vaccine within 28 days
after the first dose are also reminded to complete the second dose as soon as possible to achieve 90% protection.

CDC appealed that, according to research results, vaccination with Mpox vaccine can effectively reduce the risk of
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contracting the disease, and two full doses of the vaccine can provide the best protection, therefore, people who have
received 2 doses of vaccine within 14 days or have only received 1 dose should still properly protect themselves and
reduce the risk of exposure. If the public has to go to risky places at home and abroad, they should implement self-
protection and avoid going to risky places such as social activities where they may have close contact with unspecified
people. In case of skin lesions such as: rashes, blisters, macules, maculopapular rashes, blisters, pustules, etc., as well
as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, back pain, joint pain and any suspected symptoms such as swollen
lymph glands (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin) appear, seek medical treatment wearing mask, as soon
as possible, and actively inform the doctor(s) of your travel history, history of exposure to high-risk areas and contact
history. For relevant information, please visit the CDC's global information website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call
the domestic toll-free epidemic prevention line 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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