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The COVID-19 continuously declined, with an average of 45 new local cases of
COVID-19 (complications) per day last week; another 106 new cases of Omicron

subtype variants were detected.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-09-05 Source: Disease Control
Department

September 29, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today
that since the implementation of the new system on Mar. 20 in Taiwan, an average of 45 local confirmed cases
(complications) of COVID-19 were added every day in the past 7 days (August 29 - September 04), which is equivalent


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/kMOO5WhWzg4IBzfQjGz9kA?typeid=9

to the daily average of 46 new cases in the previous 7 days (August 22 - August 28); Since May, a total of 18,951 cases
of local complications have been accumulated, of which 9,363 cases (about 49%) have not received three doses of
vaccines, among them, 6,619 cases (about 71%) have not received any doses of vaccines. Last week (August 28 to
September 04), there were an average of 8 new deaths per day; Among the new death cases, which is a 47% decrease
from the daily average of 15 deaths in the previous week (August 22 - August 28); 79% had a history of chronic diseases,
60% had not received three doses of vaccines, and 95% were over 60 years old. At present, the peak of the epidemic
has passed, and it has shown a downward trend in the near future, but it is still necessary to continue to pay attention
to the follow-up changes in the epidemic.

The CDC pointed out that 106 confirmed cases of Omicron subtype variant strains were newly detected last week.
Among them, 56 local cases were the cases of XBB (15 cases of key mutant strains XBB.1.16, 14 cases of EG.5, 6
cases of XBB.1.5, , 6 cases of XBB.1.9.1, 5 cases of XBB.1.9.2, and 3 cases of XBB.2.3); Further, 50 imported cases
were all classified as 49 XBB (including 32 cases of key mutant strains EG.5, 6 cases of XBB.1.16, 3 cases of XBB.1.5,
3 cases of XBB.2.3, 2 cases of XBB.1.9.1, 2 cases of XBB.1.9.2) and 1 case of BA.2.75. According to the total
monitoring in the past four weeks, the locally detected virus strain XBB (99%) was the mainstream strain, and the most
important mutant strains were XBB.1.16 (28%), followed by EG.5 (21%) and XBB.1.5 (12%). According to WHO,
mutant strains such as XBB have better transmission and adaptability, and are currently the mainstream mutant strains,
XBB and its derivative variants account for about 87.3% of the world, of which EG.5 is the most common (26.1%),
followed by XBB.1.16 (22.7%). As of August 27, 2023, the EG.5 mutant strain has been detected in at least 57 countries
or regions around the world and has become the mainstream mutant strain in many countries, the proportion of
XBB.1.9.2 (4.6%) continued to decline, while XBB.1.9.1 (13.2%), XBB.1.5 (10.2%), XBB.2.3 (5.5%) and XBB (5.0%)
remained the same.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention further explained that according to recent domestic COVID-19
epidemic statistics, elderly people over 65 years old accounted for 78% of the complications, and most of the
complications and death cases had a history of chronic diseases or had not received 3 doses of vaccines, in order to
reduce the risk of severe illness and death in the elderly after being infected with COVID-19, the elderly are strongly
requested to get vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as possible to obtain protection as soon as possible.

The CDC appeals “In addition to being fully vaccinated to reduce the risk of infection and severe disease, the public
should also pay attention to good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough etiquette. At the same time, we must
also pay attention to good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough etiquette. When the elderly or
immunocompromised go out, or in crowded places where proper distance cannot be maintained or poorly ventilated,
or in close contact with the elderly or immunocompromised, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect their health.
If you have fever or cough, runny nose, sore throat and other suspected symptoms, please seek medical attention as
soon as possible and rest at home, avoid contact with vulnerable groups, and protect yourself and others.”
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