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Seven cases of JN.1 mutant strain appear in mainland China. CDC: The possibility

of epidemic cannot be ruled out
Lianhe Zaobao www.zaobao.com.sg 2023-12-16 07:55 Source:

China National Administration for Disease Control and Prevention released a question and answer on Friday
(December 15) regarding the JN.1 variant of the coronavirus, saying, since the local JN.1 variant was first discovered
in November, as of December 10, a total of seven JN.1 variants have been detected among local cases in China. Due to
the subsequent impact of international epidemic strains and imported cases, the possibility of the JN.1 mutant strain
becoming the dominant epidemic strain in China cannot be ruled out.

According to China CCTV News Client, the National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention of China
announced that since November this year, the proportion of JN.1 mutant strains in the global epidemic strains has
increased rapidly, from about 4% in early November to about 30% in early December. As of December 10, the JN.1
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variant has been detected in at least 40 countries and regions around the world. In terms of distribution, Europe accounts
for the highest proportion, and the proportion of JN.1 mutant strains in the Americas and other continents is also
showing a rapid growth trend.

The National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention of China said that the main circulating strains in
China at this stage are still EG.5 and its sub-branches. Since the local JN.1 variant was first discovered in November,
as of December 10, a total of seven JN.1 variants have been detected among local cases in China. Although the current
prevalence level of the JN.1 variant in China is extremely low, due to the subsequent impact of international epidemic
strains and imported cases, the possibility of the JN.1 variant becoming the dominant epidemic strain in China cannot
be ruled out.

The National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention of China also said that judging from the epidemic
situation in various countries, JN.1 mutant strains have been growing rapidly in many countries recently, but research
shows that the difference between JN.1 and XBB mutant strains is not obvious in terms of transmission. The World
Health Organization report shows that the novel coronavirus vaccine containing XBB.1.5 is still effective against the
JN.1 variant. Therefore, under the premise that the population is widely immune to the Omicron variant (including
vaccination and natural infection), the transmissibility of the JN.1 variant may be relatively limited.

According to reports, JN.1 is the second-generation sub-branch of the BA.2.86 variant of the Omicron virus, and it
is also a sub-branch of the BA.2.86 variant that has a strong transmission advantage. The World Health Organization
evaluates the risk of clinical severe infection of BA.2.86 variants, including JN.1, as low. China's surveillance data
shows that people infected with the JN.1 variant are all mild or asymptomatic. Symptoms caused by different variants
tend to be similar, and the type and severity of symptoms often depend more on individual immunity. Based on existing
evidence, the public health risk of the JN.1 variant is low.
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