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There were 232 new locally confirmed cases (complications) of COVID-19 last
week. The vast majority of complications and death cases have not been vaccinated
against the COVID-19 XBB vaccine. The public is reminded to receive the COVID-

19 XBB vaccine as soon as possible to reduce the risk of severe death
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-12-12 Source: Disease Control
Department
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December 12, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today
that there were 232 new locally confirmed cases (complications) of COVID-19 last week (11/28-12/04), a decrease
from the 260 new cases in the previous week (11/28-12/04), 99.6% of the new cases have not received the COVID-19
XBB vaccine.; further, there were 34 new deaths last week, which, a little bit, increased compared to the 31 new cases
in the previous week. There were also 34 new deaths last week, a slight increase from the 31 new cases in the previous
week. 97.0% of the new deaths were not vaccinated against the new coronavirus XBB. Recently, the domestic epidemic
situation has been at a low point and fluctuated up and down, but the risk of complications and death continues, and
the epidemic situation in some international countries is at a high point or is rebounding, so close monitoring is required.

The CDC further stated that the recent COVID-19 epidemic in Taiwan has fluctuated at a low point, with elderly
people over 65 years old accounting for 78% of complications; elderly people over 65 years old accounted for 90% of
death cases; Since the launch of the COVID-19 XBB vaccine on September 26 this year (2023), 99% of the new
complications and deaths have not been vaccinated against the COVID-19 XBB vaccine. The COVID-19 XBB vaccine
is effective against various XBB variant strains and is estimated to reduce the risk of severe illness and death after
infection by 50% and 61% respectively, taking into account that the COVID-19 epidemic may heat up again in winter,
and people visit relatives and travel frequently near the end of the year and the beginning of the year, and it takes about
2 weeks after vaccination for protection to develop, we would like to remind people over 6 months old, especially those
in high-risk groups such as those over 65 years old and those with chronic diseases, to get vaccinated as soon as possible
to gain early protection and reduce the risk of severe illness and death after being infected with COVID-19. A total of
649,000 COVID-19 XBB vaccines have been vaccinated in China, with 43,400 people vaccinated in the past seven
days (12/5-12/11), which is also an increase of 4.1% from the previous period (11/28-12/4) of 41,700 people, showing
that people are vaccinated Willingness rises.

The CDC once again calls on the public to continue to practice good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough
etiquette. When the elderly or those with low immunity go out, or in places where crowds of people gather and it is
impossible to maintain appropriate distance or where ventilation is poor, or with the elderly When in close contact with
people or those with low immunity, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect your own health. If you have fever or
suspected symptoms such as cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc., please seek medical treatment as soon as possible and
rest at home to avoid contact with vulnerable groups to protect yourself and others. In addition, by the end of this year,
people over the age of 65 who receive the COVID-19 vaccine can receive health education supplies of less than 500
yuan (inclusive) provided by counties and cities; in addition, anyone who receives the three publicly funded vaccines
(influenza, COVID-19, and Streptococcus pneumoniae) can receive COVID-19. 19 Rapid screening reagents. Currently,
there are about 3,000 hospitals in Taiwan that can vaccinate the COVID-19 XBB vaccine, of which about 1,500 provide
on-site vaccination services. Vaccination hospitals can go to the "Autumn and Winter Vaccine Zone" on the official
website of the CDC ( https://gov.tw/eU4 )Vaccination center inquiry.
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