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"Three doses of epidemic prevention in autumn and winter are lucky." The second
phase of the publicly funded pneumococcal vaccine for those over 65 years old has
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begun. We call on the elderly to get the new coronavirus XBB, influenza, and

pneumococcal vaccines as soon as possible to enhance the triple protection
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2023-11-28 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (28th) that
autumn and winter are the seasons when respiratory infectious diseases occur, especially the elderly are most
susceptible to infection, which can lead to severe illness and death. In order to actively protect the health of the elderly
over 65 years old and reduce the chance of serious complications or death caused by infection with Streptococcus
pneumoniae, the Department of Disease Control and Prevention has launched the first phase of vaccination with 23-
valent pneumonia starting from October 2 this year (2023). Streptococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPV23). The second
phase of vaccination has been launched since November 27. For those who have never been vaccinated with PCV13
(or PCV15) and PPV23, one dose of publicly funded PCV13 will be provided after an interval of at least 1 year (at
least 8 weeks for high-risk subjects). 1 dose of publicly funded PPV23 vaccination.

According to the CDC, as of November 23 this year, there have been a total of 243 confirmed cases of invasive
pneumococcal infection in Taiwan, including 34 deaths; among the cases, people over 65 years old account for 44.4%
(108 cases). The number of cases is lower than the same period in 2019, but higher than the same period in 2020-2022;
the cumulative cases from 2019 to 2022 were 447, 228, 196 and 200 respectively, of which 45.4% (486 cases) were
people over 65 years old. Vaccination with the pneumococcal vaccine can effectively reduce the chance of moderate to
severe disease (such as pneumonia, sepsis, etc.) and death after infection. Elderly people who are eligible for
vaccination are asked to vaccinate as soon as possible to reduce the threat of the disease.

In addition to pneumococcal vaccination, the CDC also provides publicly funded COVID-19 XBB and influenza
vaccines. According to monitoring data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, elderly people over 65
years old accounted for 78% and 90% respectively of severe and fatal cases of COVID-19 this year; Elderly people
over 65 years old account for 62% and 65% of severe cases and deaths respectively this influenza season. Vaccination
is the most effective prevention method. Elderly people are advised not to forget to vaccinate the three types of vaccines
to jointly respond to the "Three Shots for Your Happiness in Autumn and Winter Epidemic Prevention" , protect your
own health. In addition, people over 65 years old who receive the COVID-19 vaccine can receive health education
supplies of less than 500 yuan (inclusive) provided by counties and cities. People who receive the 3 types of vaccines
can receive COVID-19 rapid screening reagents. For vaccination facilities, you can go to the official website of the
CDC "Autumn and Winter Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4) Inquiries about vaccination centers.

In addition, the CDC announced the domestic new crown epidemic trend. Last week (11/21-11/27), there were 248
new confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-19, an increase from the previous week (11/14-11/20). The
number of cases increased by 210; there were 18 new deaths last week, a decrease from the 24 new cases the previous
week. Recently, the domestic epidemic situation has been at a low point and fluctuated up and down, but the risk of
complications and death continues, and the epidemic situation in some international countries is at a high point or is
rebounding, so close monitoring is required.

The CDC once again calls on the public to continue to practice good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough
etiquette. When the elderly or those with low immunity go out, or in places where crowds of people gather and it is
impossible to maintain appropriate distance or where ventilation is poor, or with the elderly When in close contact with
people or those with low immunity, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect your own health. If you have fever or
suspected symptoms such as cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc., please seek medical treatment as soon as possible and
rest at home to avoid contact with vulnerable groups to protect yourself and others.

The CDC once again calls on eligible people to receive the COVID-19 XBB, influenza, and pneumococcal vaccines
as soon as possible. They should also continue to implement good hygiene habits such as hand hygiene and cough
etiquette in their daily lives. The elderly or those with low immunity should go out when they go out. , or in places
where crowds of people gather where proper distance cannot be maintained or where ventilation is poor, or when in
close contact with the elderly or those with low immunity, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect your own health.
If you have fever or suspected symptoms such as cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc., please seek medical treatment as
soon as possible and rest at home to avoid contact with vulnerable groups to protect yourself and others.
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