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The CDC announces the surveillance results of the new coronavirus serum antibody

surveillance system from January to June 2023
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-01-23 Source: Disease Control
Department

The CDC stated that in order to implement COVID-19 epidemic monitoring and early warning, promptly refer to
the national COVID-19 antibody positivity rate, and adjust epidemic prevention policies on a rolling basis, the Ministry
of Health and Welfare designated the "Taiwan Blood Foundation (hereinafter referred to as the Blood Foundation) last
year (2023) Blood Foundation)" cooperates with the operation of the "COVID-19 Serum Antibody Surveillance
System". The results show that as of June last year, the overall positive rate of N antibodies in the country has reached
78.9%, with the highest positive rate (83.7%) among those aged 17-24. These results are consistent with the third to
fourth wave of the local new crown epidemic in the first half of 2023. consistent.

The CDC pointed out that this survey and analysis method was conducted in accordance with the guidelines
published by the World Health Organization (WHO). The designated blood foundation randomly sampled about 7,000
blood samples from blood donors from January to June last year, and will provide the department with information that
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cannot identify specific blood donors and 0.5¢.c. blood samples to detect new coronavirus antibodies (anti- N antibody
test), after analysis and comparison, the overall positive rate of anti-N by month from January to June last year increased
from 61.5% to 78.9%, especially from January to February (61.5% — 65.1%) and May to June (69.4% — 78.9%) has
the most obvious increase, which is consistent with the peak of the third and fourth waves of the epidemic. If we look
at age group information, as of the end of June, the anti-N positive rate is: 17-24 years old has the highest positive rate
(83.70%), followed by 25-34 years old (80.8%), 35-44 years old (80.4%), 45 years old —54 years old (76.8%), 55-65
years old (75.5%).

The CDC stated that CDC would like to thank the blood donors who participated in the monitoring system for
enthusiastically providing samples and the blood foundation for their cooperation. We also emphasized that although
the number of cases of COVID-19 infection in the country had reached nearly 80% by the end of June last year, due to
the rapid evolution of new coronavirus mutant strains, however, those who have been infected do not mean lifelong
immunity. Considering that the domestic COVID-19 epidemic continues to heat up, the cold wave is coming, and the
frequency of crowd gathering and movement has increased recently in various party activities, the beginning of the
school winter vacation, etc., and the risk of virus transmission has increased, it is expected that the epidemic may reach
its peak before the Lunar New Year, and as the annual holiday approaches, the number of Chinese people planning to
travel abroad will increase. It is recommended that the public get the COVID-19 XBB vaccine as early as possible to
obtain protection in time. Information on vaccination centers can be found on the official website of the CDC, "Autumn
and Winter Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4) or on the official websites of various counties and cities.
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