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Pingtung County has the highest COVID-19 XBB vaccination rate in the country.
The CDC invited Director Zhang Xiujun of the Health Bureau to share the secret
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of success. With the cold wave coming this week, the public is urged to get the

COVID-19 XBB vaccine as soon as possible to jointly improve protection.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-01-23 Source: Disease Control
Department

Through the brainstorming of the county government team, based on the principle of "convenience, speed, welfare"
and considerate service, a strategy adapted to local conditions is formulated based on the local customs and regional
characteristics of Pingtung County, these include: using holidays, nights and crowded places, such as stations, or
actively setting up stations in conjunction with large-scale events, to improve the convenience of vaccination; Through
the joint efforts of the public and private sectors, we will set up vaccination stations in department stores and shopping
malls to innovate vaccination models to maximize benefits; Combined with the schedule of mobile rehabilitation
vehicles and vaccine tour vehicles, home vaccination services are provided to increase mobility and accessibility;
Promote and release vaccination information through multiple channels; Establish an incentive mechanism to increase
people's willingness to vaccinate and encourage frontline colleagues to actively urge vaccination; Regularly track the
vaccination rates of target groups and adjust vaccination strategies in a timely manner. National encouragement has
also increased recently, with 36,000 people vaccinated on 1/19 and 181,000 people vaccinated last week (1/15-1/21),
both setting new single-day and single-week highs since the start of the campaign at the end of September (2023).

The CDC pointed out that the current domestic COVID-19 epidemic is on the rise and is in an epidemic period, there
were 615 new confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-19 last week (1/16-1/22), which increased compared
with 537 (Miyamoto’s note: last week Taiwan CDC reported 538) new cases during the previous week (1/9-1/15), and
79% of the complications were elderly people over 65 years old; In addition, there were 44 new deaths last week, which
showed a decrease when compared to the 55 new deaths the previous week. Elderly people over 65 years old account
for 90% of the deaths; Since the launch of the COVID-19 XBB vaccine on September 26 last year, 98% and 99%,
respectively, of the confirmed complications and deaths reported locally have not been vaccinated against the COVID-
19 XBB vaccine. Based on the total number of mutant strains monitored in the past four weeks, most of the virus strains
detected locally are EG.5 (48%) and JN.1 (41%), followed by XBB.1.5 (7%, etc.; most of the virus strains detected
overseas are JN.1 (76%), followed by EG.5 (15%) and BA.2.86 (6%).

The CDC calls on the domestic epidemic to be expected to reach its peak before the Lunar New Year. The cold wave
has hit recently, and the weather in various places is very cold, with possible low temperatures below 10 degrees. The
public is reminded to keep warm and pay attention to their own health. People who are eligible for vaccination are also
encouraged to Get the COVID-19 XBB vaccine as soon as possible to gain timely protection. Both Moderna and
Novavax brands are safe and effective. People over 12 years old can choose one brand to vaccinate. Children over 6
months to 11 years old can be vaccinated according to the approval. For those with severe disease, only the Moderna
XBB vaccine can be vaccinated; for information on vaccination centers, please go to the "Autumn and Winter Vaccine
Zone" on the official website of the CDC (https://gov.tw/eU4) or go to the official websites of each county and city.
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