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The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs announced typical cases of

agricultural product quality and safety supervision and law enforcement in 2023
China Food Safety Network www.cfsn.cn 2024-02-05 17:56  Source: MARA

In 2023, agricultural and rural departments at all levels will resolutely implement the spirit of General Secretary Xi
Jinping’s “Four Most Strict” important instructions, strictly implement the provisions of the newly revised Agricultural
Products Quality and Safety Law, deeply promote the treatment of outstanding pesticide residues in cowpeas, and
solidly carry out the three-year action of “Cure illegal drugs, control drug residues, and promote improvement” of
edible agricultural products, we promoted the implementation of the new system for certification of compliance with
commitment standards, strengthened supervision and law enforcement, investigated and dealt with a number of
agricultural product quality and safety cases, and effectively deterred illegal and criminal activities. Recently, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs selected 12 typical cases and announced them, including illegal use of
prohibited and restricted drugs, excessive residues of conventional drugs, and failure to issue, collect, and preserve
compliance certificates in accordance with regulations.

I.  lllegal use of prohibited and restricted drugs
1. The Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Neihuang County, Henan Province investigated and dealt
with the case of Wang and Yang using the pesticide omethate, which is prohibited for use on vegetables,
in cowpea cultivation.
September 2023, the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Neihuang County, Henan Province carried out
supervision and random inspections on the cowpeas grown by two farmers, Wang and Yang, in Houhe Town,
and the pesticide omethate, which is prohibited for use on vegetables, was detected in cowpea samples. In
September 2023, the Neihuang County Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau transferred the case to the public
security organs for investigation and handling in accordance with the law. In October 2023, Neihuang County
Public Security Bureau made an administrative penalty decision to detain the parties Wang and Yang for 6
days respectively in accordance with the law.

2. The Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Hepu County, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
investigated and dealt with the case of Hong using the pesticide methylisophosate, which is prohibited
for use on vegetables, in cowpea cultivation
April 2023, the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Hepu County, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
conducted supervision and random inspections on the cowpeas grown by farmer Hong X in the county. The
pesticide methylisophosate, which is prohibited for use on vegetables, was detected in the cowpea samples.
After investigation, it was found that the pesticide methylisophosphos used by the party involved, Hong, was
purchased from a mobile vendor. Even though he knew that its use on vegetables was prohibited, cowpeas
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sprayed with the pesticide were still put on the market for sale. In May 2023, the Hepu County Agriculture
and Rural Affairs Bureau transferred the case to the public security organs for investigation and handling in
accordance with the law. In December 2023, Hong was sentenced to 6 months in prison, suspended for 1 year,
and fined 5,000 RMB for committing the crime of producing and selling toxic and harmful food. At the same
time, he paid 10 times the sales price as compensation and publicly apologized to news media at or above the
municipal level.

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Yudu County, Jiangxi Province investigated and dealt
with the case of a cooperative using the banned pesticide dicofol in pepper cultivation

In February 2023, the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Yudu County, Jiangxi Province conducted
supervision and random inspections on peppers grown by a cooperative in the county, and the banned
pesticide dicofol was detected in pepper samples. After investigation, it was found that the parties involved
were using dicofol even though they knew it was a banned pesticide. The pepper involved was about 500
kilograms, with a sales amount 0f 2,532.38 RMB. In November 2023, the Yudu County Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Bureau transferred the case to the public security organs for investigation and handling in accordance
with the law. The case is currently under investigation.

The Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Shaoyang City, Hunan Province investigated and dealt
with the case of Feng XX using Clenbuterol Hydrochloride, which is prohibited for use in food animals,
in beef cattle breeding
In February 2023, the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Shaoyang City, Hunan Province discovered
during a routine inspection that clenbuterol hydrochloride, which is prohibited for use in food animals, was
detected in the urine of the beef cattle raised by Feng. Subsequently, the Shaoyang Municipal Agriculture and
Rural Affairs Bureau conducted follow-up supervision and random inspections on the beef cattle raised by
Feng, and clenbuterol hydrochloride was detected again. In March 2023, the Shaoyang Municipal Agriculture
and Rural Affairs Bureau transferred the case to the public security organs for investigation and handling in
accordance with the law. In November 2023, Feng was sentenced to 2 years in prison and fined 10,000 RMB
for selling toxic and harmful food. He made a public apology in the city's municipal paper media.

The Ocean and Fisheries Bureau of Ningde City, Fujian Province investigated and dealt with the case
of a nursery using nitrofurazone, which is prohibited for use in food animals, in the breeding of large
yellow croaker fry

In February 2023, the Ocean and Fisheries Bureau of Ningde City, Fujian Province conducted supervision
and random inspections of large yellow croaker fry cultured in a nursery in Jiaocheng District, the city,
Nitrofuracillin, which is prohibited for use in food-producing animals, was detected in large yellow croaker
samples. After investigation, it was found that about 90,000 large yellow croaker fry were involved, and all
of them had been captured and sealed. In March 2023, the Ningde City Ocean and Fisheries Bureau
transferred the case to the public security organs for investigation and handling in accordance with the law.
The case is currently under investigation.

The Ocean Development Bureau of Lanshan District, Rizhao City, Shandong Province investigated and
dealt with the case of a farm using chloramphenicol, which is prohibited for use in food animals, in
snakehead cultivation

In August 2023, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs conducted a national agricultural product quality
and safety supervision spot inspection on snakeheads raised in a farm in Lanshan District, Rizhao City,
Shandong Province. Chloramphenicol, which is prohibited for use in food animals, was detected in snakehead
samples. After investigation, a total of 750 kilograms of snakehead were involved, and all of them have been
captured and sealed. In September 2023, the Ocean Development Bureau of Lanshan District, Rizhao City,
Shandong Province transferred the case to the public security organs for investigation and handling in
accordance with the law. At present, the case has reached the stage of review and prosecution by the
procuratorate.

II.  Conventional drug residues exceeding standards

7.

The Agricultural and Rural Affairs Bureau of Huaining County, Anhui Province investigated and dealt
with the case of a company producing and selling cowpeas with pesticide residues that did not meet the
quality and safety standards for agricultural products.

In June 2023, the Anhui Provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs carried out supervision and
random inspections on a company in Huaining County, and found that the cowpeas it produced and sold
contained excessive residues of the conventional pesticide acetamiprid. After investigation, it was found that
the cowpeas involved in the case totaled 100 kilograms and had not been sold since the random inspection. In
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August 2023, the Huaining County Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau made an administrative penalty
decision to impose a fine of 50,000 RMB on the parties concerned in accordance with the law, and at the same
time, the cowpeas involved in the case were treated harmlessly.

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Longyang District, Baoshan City, Yunnan Province
investigated and dealt with the case of Dong Moumou's production and sales of bananas that did not
meet the quality and safety standards for agricultural products

In March 2023, the Bureau of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of Longyang District, Baoshan City, Yunnan
Province received case clues transferred from the Longyang District Market Supervision Administration,
saying that bananas sold in a certain market failed to pass the test for residues of the conventional pesticide
imidacloprid. After tracing the origin, this batch of bananas was grown by Dong in Longyang District. After
investigation, Dong used the conventional pesticide imidacloprid in the banana planting process and then
harvested and put it on the market without passing the safety interval. In March 2023, the Bureau of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs of Longyang District, Baoshan City made an administrative penalty decision on
Dong Moumou to confiscate his illegal gains and fine him 1,000 yuan in accordance with the law.

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Pengyang County, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region
investigated and dealt with the case of a company producing and selling black-bone chickens with
veterinary drug residues that did not meet the quality and safety standards for agricultural products
In June 2023, the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region carried
out supervision and random inspections on a company in Pengyang County. It was detected that the
conventional veterinary drug enrofloxacin residues in the black-bone chickens it produced and sold exceeded
the standard. After investigation, the company's slaughterhouse slaughtered a total of 111 black-bone chickens
involved in the case, but they have not been sold since the random inspection. In August 2023, the Pengyang
County Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau decided to impose an administrative penalty of 50,000 yuan on
the party concerned.

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Dafeng District, Yancheng City, Jiangsu Province
investigated and dealt with the case of crucian carp and grass carp produced and sold by a company
that did not meet the quality and safety standards for agricultural products with veterinary drug
residues

After investigation, it was found that the residues of conventional veterinary drugs enrofloxacin and
ciprofloxacin in the crucian carp produced and sold by the company exceeded the standard, and the residue
of conventional veterinary drug enrofloxacin in grass carp samples exceeded the standard. The batch of
crucian carp and grass carp involved was 6,546 kilograms, with a sales amount of 32,730 yuan. In November
2023, the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Dafeng District, Yancheng City made an administrative
penalty decision to confiscate illegal gains of 32,730 yuan and fine 360,030 yuan on the parties concerned in
accordance with the law.

lll. Failure to issue, collect, and keep promised compliance certificates in accordance with regulations

11.

12.

The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Lin'an District, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province
investigated and dealt with a case where a cooperative failed to issue a certificate of compliance with
the promised standards in accordance with regulations

In February 2023, the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau of Lin'an District, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang
Province discovered during a law enforcement inspection that a cooperative selling vegetables failed to issue
a certificate of compliance with the promised standards in accordance with regulations, and law enforcement
officials ordered it to make immediate corrections. In March 2023, when law enforcement officers inspected
the cooperative again in accordance with the law, they found that it had not made corrections as required
within the time limit. In March 2023, the Lin'an District Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau decided to
impose an administrative penalty of 300 yuan on the parties concerned in accordance with the law.

Chongqing Changshou District Agricultural and Rural Affairs Committee investigated and dealt with
the case of Weng, who was engaged in purchasing agricultural products and failed to keep the promised
compliance certificate in accordance with regulations

In September 2023, the Chongqing Changshou District Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee inspected
the aquatic products store run by Weng in accordance with the law and found that he did not keep the
commitment certificate issued by a Chonggqing aquatic product company when purchasing aquatic products.
Law enforcement officials ordered him to make corrections immediately. In October 2023, when the
Chongqing Changshou District Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee inspected the parties again in
accordance with the law, it was found that they had not made corrections in accordance with the regulations



overdue. In October 2023, the Chongqing Changshou District Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee
decided to impose an administrative penalty of 600 yuan on Weng in accordance with the law.

(Editor: Wang Xintong)
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