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The COVID-19 epidemic continues at the peak of the epidemic. People are
requested to get the XBB vaccine as soon as possible. During the Spring Festival
holiday, free COVID-19 home rapid screening at airports and ports will continue

to be distributed. Welcome to get it.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-02-06 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (6th) that the
COVID-19 epidemic in China is currently ongoing and in an epidemic period. As the Lunar New Year is approaching,
the frequency of crowd gathering and movement has increased, and the risk of virus transmission is still high. To protect
personal health, the public is requested to get the COVID-19 XBB vaccine as soon as possible to obtain protection in
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time. Recently, XBB vaccine promotion nationwide has continued to increase, Last week (1/29-2/4), 197,000 people
were vaccinated, setting a new record for a single week since the start of the campaign at the end of September last
year (2023); A total of 1.672 million COVID-19 XBB vaccines have been vaccinated so far, including 1.493 million
Moderna XBB vaccines and 179,000 Novavax XBB vaccines. The national vaccination rate reached 6.96%, and the
vaccination rate among those over 65 years old reached 15.92%. Information on vaccination centers can be found on
the official website of the CDC in the "Autumn and Winter Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4) or on the official
websites of various counties and cities.

The CDC pointed out that there were 567 new confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-19 last week (1/30-
2/05), which increased compared with 546 new cases during the previous week (1/23-1/29), and 79% of the
complications were elderly people over 65 years old; In addition, there were 65 new deaths last week, which showed
an increase when compared to the 64 new deaths the previous week. Elderly people over 65 years old account for 90%
of the deaths; Since the launch of the COVID-19 XBB vaccine, 98% and 99%, respectively, of the confirmed
complications and deaths reported locally have not been vaccinated against the COVID-19 XBB vaccine. Based on the
total number of mutant strains monitored in the past four weeks, most of the locally detected virus strains are JN.1
(64%), followed by EG.5 (25%) and BA.2.86 (6%). Most of the virus strains detected overseas are JN.1 (82%), followed
by EG.5 (10%) and BA.2.86 (6%).

he Department of Disease Control and Prevention pointed out that in response to the rising international COVID-19
epidemic, this year (2024), we will start from January 3 at Taoyuan International Airport (7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. daily),
and from January 17 at Kaohsiung International Airport (daily from 8 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 10:30 pm) and Kinmen Little
Three Links Port (9:30 am to 6:30 pm daily), Matsu Little Three Link Port (Beigan Baisha Port and Nangan Fuao Port)
from 2/1 (according to (distributed during daily flight arrival time), free COVID-19 household rapid screening reagents
are provided to incoming (outgoing) passengers for free collection. Free distribution will continue during the Spring
Festival and holidays, with 1 box per person (approximately 4 or 5 doses depending on the number of boxes in stock) ),
which is expected to be implemented until at least the end of February, and whether to extend it will be decided after
the Spring Festival holiday depending on the epidemic situation. In addition, "fixed-point monitoring and encouraging
testing" measures have been implemented at four international airports since November 26 last year, and will continue
to be implemented during the Spring Festival holidays. Passengers arriving from China, Hong Kong and Macao are
advised to take advantage of this.
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