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There is a new confirmed case of local measles infection in the country, which is a
contact of a local case that has been announced. The public is urged to be more
vigilant. If you have been to relevant places and have suspected symptoms, please

contact the health unit as soon as possible and they will arrange medical treatment.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-02-28 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention announced today (February 28) a new confirmed case of measles
in a man in his 30s, he is a medical staff member of a hospital in the north, and during the physical examination of
previously admitted employees, he was found to have no measles antibodies. The hospital listed him as a person who
needs to be vaccinated with the MMR vaccine but he has not yet completed the vaccination. While working in the
hospital on February 13, he came into contact with the local case announced on February 19 (male in his 30s from the
north, index case). Because he was diagnosed with measles as an index case, he has been listed as a contact by the
health unit and is being traced by the hospital, subsequently, I started to feel dizzy on February 24, and developed cough
and rash but no fever on February 26, the hospital reported the diagnosis on the 27th and is currently in isolation at
home.

The CDC stated that in response to mass gathering incidents, health units have launched various prevention and
control efforts and continue to conduct relevant epidemic investigations, the vaccination history of medical workers
who come into contact with the case is also investigated, and those who do not have antibodies are arranged to receive
post-exposure prophylaxis MMR vaccine or IMIG immune globulin as soon as possible. A total of 306 contacts of the
case have been listed, including 4 relatives and friends who do not live together and 302 contacts in hospitals, event
venues, etc., and will continue to be monitored until March 15; Since the case has a history of activities in public places
during the period when it is contagious (as shown in the attached list), people who have been in and out of relevant
places during the attached period are reminded to take self-health management for 18 days. If you have suspected
symptoms such as fever, rhinitis, conjunctivitis, cough, rash, etc., please contact the health unit as soon as possible,
who will arrange for medical treatment and inform you of your contact history. In addition, during the self-health
management period, people should avoid going into public places and wear masks as much as possible to reduce the
risk of virus transmission. Contacts of the case are currently required to be monitored until March 15 at the latest.

The CDC stated that Taiwan has a total of 3 measles cases this year (2024), ranging in age from 20 to 30 years old,
two of the cases are local cases belonging to the same cluster, and the other is an imported case. The country of infection
is Malaysia; The number of local and imported cases this year is higher than the 0 cases in the same period from 2020
to 2023, and the risk of local transmission has increased.

According to WHO monitoring data, the global epidemic situation increased significantly last year, with the largest
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increase in Europe, more than 58,000 cases were reported in the European region, 62 times the number of the previous
year, with Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Russia and other countries the most severe; More than 5,000 cases were reported in
the Western Pacific Region, 3.7 times the number of the previous year, and it was mainly prevalent in Malaysia and the
Philippines; Nearly 85,000 cases were reported in Southeast Asia, 1.7 times that of the previous year, mainly in India
and Indonesia; The Eastern Mediterranean and African regions are existing epidemic areas and continue to be severe.
So far this year, European and American countries are still reporting sporadic cases, and the epidemic situation has
increased significantly compared with the same period last year. The European Regional Agency assesses that the
sudden increase in measles epidemics last year was mainly due to a decline in vaccination coverage. It is expected that
the epidemic will continue into this year and affect people of all ages.

The CDC reminds that measles is a highly contagious disease and is contagious for 4 days before and after the rash
appears. Physicians are requested to be vigilant and report immediately if a suspected case of measles is discovered
when patients seek medical treatment; If the public has suspected symptoms, they should seek medical treatment as
soon as possible and proactively inform the doctor of relevant travel and exposure history. At the same time, we reiterate
our appeal that vaccination is the most effective way to prevent measles. If you have children over 1 year old at home,
please go to a health center or vaccination contract hospital as soon as possible to receive measles, mumps, and measles
mixed vaccine (MMR), and Avoid taking children under 1 year old or who have not been vaccinated with MMR to
endemic areas. You should pay attention to hand hygiene when going abroad. It is recommended to wear masks and
other personal hygiene behaviors when entering and leaving public places or crowded places. If you develop suspected
symptoms after returning home, please wear a mask and seek medical treatment as soon as possible and inform the
doctor of your relevant travel history.
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