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The COVID-19 epidemic is declining slowly, but there are still many cases of
complications and the risk of epidemic spread continues. We call on the public to

get vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of severe illness and death.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-03-19 Source:  Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (March 19) that
the domestic COVID-19 epidemic situation is declining slowly. Last week (3/12-3/18), there were 409 new confirmed


https://gov.tw/eU4
https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/EHLEPbl-0ydxvXJyVGysjg?typeid=9

local cases (complications) of COVID-19, compared with 408 new cases in the previous week (3/5-3/11). Relatively
speaking, elderly people over 65 years old accounted for 79% of complications; In addition, there were 51 new deaths
last week, a decrease from the 60 new cases in the previous week. 90% of the deaths were elderly people over 65 years
old; The domestic epidemic situation has slowed down, but there are still many cases of complications, and the risk of
epidemic spread continues. It is necessary to pay attention to the risk of complications. According to the total number
of mutant strains monitored in the past four weeks, most of the locally detected virus strains were JN.1 (92%), followed
by BA.2.86 (7%), XBB.1.16 (1%) and XBB.1.5 (1%); Most of the virus strains detected overseas were JN.1 (86%),
followed by BA.2.86 (11%) and EG.5 (3%).

The CDC pointed out that the the domestic epidemic situation is slowly declining at present, but the risk of epidemic
spread continues, and the current mainstream mutant strain is the mutant strain JN.1. We should not ignore the epidemic
threat just because we have been infected with COVID-19 in the past, or have been vaccinated with the original strain
or bivalent vaccine. Since the launch of the COVID-19 XBB vaccine on September 26 last year (2023), more than 96%
(inclusive) of confirmed complications and deaths reported locally have not been vaccinated against the COVID-19
XBB vaccine, children, teenagers and adults aged 6 months and above are urged to get vaccinated as soon as possible.

The CDC explains that Taiwan’s COVID-19 XBB vaccine has so far vaccinated 2.153 million people, including
1.897 million Moderna XBB vaccines and 257,000 Novavax XBB vaccines. The national vaccination rate is 9.08%.
As the risk of epidemic spread continues, moreover, most of the domestic complications and death cases have not been
vaccinated with XBB vaccine, Vaccination with the XBB vaccine can effectively improve the immune protection
against the current mainstream mutant strains. It is not only effective in preventing mild COVID-19, but also reduces
the risk of severe complications or death.

The CDC reminds that there are approximately 3.851 million doses of Moderna XBB vaccine remaining in the
country currently, there are approximately 134,000 doses of Novavax XBB vaccine. Both brands are safe and effective
against the current mainstream mutant strains, we appeal to people who have not yet received the COVID-19 XBB
vaccine to choose a brand for vaccination for people over 12 years old, children over 6 months old to 11 years old
should receive Moderna XBB vaccine according to approved indications to enhance immune protection. Information
on vaccination centers can be found on the official website of the CDC in the "Autumn and Winter Vaccine Zone"
(https://gov.tw/eU4) or on the official websites of various counties and cities.
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