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Greater Bay Area International Forum on Liver Disease held in Guangdong

Hepatitis B vaccine technology innovation helps eliminate viral hepatitis
Ifeng.com health.ifeng.com 2024-04-15 11:35:50 Source: Beijing

On April 12,2024, the “2024 Greater Bay Area International Forum on Liver Disease and Viral Hepatitis Elimination
Conference” was held in Guangzhou, co-sponsored by the Chinese Biophysical Society, Guangdong Institute of Liver
Diseases, Guangdong International Research Institute of Smart Medicine, Guangdong Society for Precision Medicine
Application, China Hepatitis Prevention and Treatment Foundation, Southern Medical University Nanfang Hospital,


https://health.ifeng.com/c/8YnVugd7wzo

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Health Management Alliance. This conference carried out academic
exchanges on topics such as eliminating the harm of viral hepatitis and promoting it, and invited domestic and foreign
expert representatives to share a new model of early prevention and early treatment of liver disease integrating medicine
and prevention.

Vaccine is the source tool for controlling viral hepatitis and liver cancer, and is one of the most economical and
effective tools for liver disease prevention and treatment. Vaccination against hepatitis B plays an important role in the
occurrence and development of hepatitis B infectious diseases and in protecting the health of the entire population.

In the 1980s, 20 million newborns in China were at risk of hepatitis B infection every year. In 1986, the American
company Merck launched a genetically engineered hepatitis B vaccine. After the Ministry of Health organized a
delegation including Academician Zhao Kai to visit the United States, Academician Zhao suggested that China
introduce Merck's genetically engineered hepatitis B vaccine. Kangtai Biotechnology, as the first enterprise to develop
and produce genetically engineered recombinant hepatitis B vaccine technology in China, has produced and sold more
than 1.4 billion doses of hepatitis B vaccine, protecting 400 million Chinese people from the hepatitis B virus.

Zheng Jingshan, assistant to the president and medical director of Kangtai Biotech, said that based on the introduction
of Merck's genetically engineered hepatitis B vaccine technology, Kangtai Biotech has achieved technological
innovation and successfully developed the world's first 60 pg recombinant hepatitis B vaccine (Saccharomyces
cerevisiae), achieving rapid immunity and protection and solving the pain points of traditional hepatitis B vaccines such
as poor compliance and high missed injection rates. Since its launch, the vaccine has provided more immunization
options for non-responders aged 16 and above, filling the gap in the application of hepatitis B vaccine to non-responders.

Work to eliminate the harm of viral hepatitis is also progressing rapidly. For example, Guangdong Province’s
“Shunde Jun’an Spark Project” provides free screening for hepatitis B and hepatitis C, and free hepatitis B vaccination
for people without antibody protection.

Zheng Jingshan said that Kangtai Biotechnology and the China Hepatitis Prevention and Control Foundation
launched the “Protection Project for Family Members of Hepatitis B Infections”. Through education, screening,
prevention, standardized diagnosis, treatment and management of family members of people infected with hepatitis B,
we can timely popularize the awareness of hepatitis B prevention and treatment among family members of people
infected with HBV (hepatitis B), and increase the number of people vaccinated against hepatitis B. Thereby reducing
the occurrence of liver cirrhosis and liver cancer, protecting the families of HBV-infected patients, and ultimately
making useful explorations and contributions to the “2030 Action to Eliminate the Harm of Hepatitis”.
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