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The dengue fever epidemic in Southeast Asia is severe, and the number of imported
cases of dengue fever has increased recently. People are urged to pay attention to

anti-mosquito measures when going abroad.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-07 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (May 7) that
the number of imported cases of dengue fever has been on the rise recently, of which infection areas are mainly in
Southeast Asian countries. The public is urged to pay attention to anti-mosquito measures when traveling to Southeast


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/
https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/RQUGX4axfwZ5S-nfhxJnkw?typeid=9

Asian countries. If you have fever, sore limbs and other suspected symptoms after returning home, you should seek
medical treatment as soon as possible and inform your travel history to facilitate early diagnosis and treatment.

According to monitoring data from the CDC, there was 1 new local case and 7 imported cases in the country last
week (4/30-5/6), among them, local cases live in Kaohsiung City. As of May 6 this year (2024), there have been a total
of 164 local cases, of which 135 cases are in Kaohsiung City, 19 cases in Tainan City, 9 cases in Pingtung County and
1 case in Chiayi County, with a total of 2 severe cases; In addition, 4 new imported cases were imported from Indonesia
and 3 cases were imported from Maldives. There are a total of 77 imported cases this year, which is higher than the
same period from 2020 to 2023 (ranging from 1 to 51 cases), from January to April this year, the number of imported
cases was 7, 21, 16, and 29 respectively, showing an upward trend. The main places of infection were Southeast Asian
countries, with 37 cases in Indonesia, followed by Malaysia with 16 cases and Maldives with 8 cases.

The CDC stated that the dengue fever epidemic in neighboring Southeast Asian countries, such as Indonesia,
Thailand, Cambodia, Singapore, Malaysia, and the Philippines, is more serious than in the same period in previous
years, and cases of imported cases continue to occur in our country, among them, the epidemic in Indonesia is the most
severe and the country has accumulated more than 80,000 cases and at least 600 deaths, as of April 27, which is higher
than the same period last year; In addition, the epidemic continues in the Americas. A total of nearly 6.61 million cases
have been reported so far this year, with nearly 5.54 million cases reported in Brazil, South America. The epidemic
situation in Argentina, Paraguay, Peru and other countries is also severe. People are advised to pay attention to anti-
mosquito measures when traveling there.

The CDC once again reminds that when traveling to Southeast Asian countries, you should wear light-colored long-
sleeved clothes and pants for outdoor activities, and use personal anti-mosquito measures such as mosquito repellents
approved by government agencies containing active ingredients such as DEET, Picaridin or IR-3535; In addition, since
dengue fever has an incubation period of 3 to 14 days, Taiwanese people who are infected abroad often become ill only
after returning home. There are not many cases where symptoms appear on the plane or when arriving at the airport. If
these cases who become ill after returning to their place of residence were bitten by an Aedes mosquito, the Aedes
mosquito will have the ability to infect the dengue virus 8 to 12 days later, causing the occurrence of local cases,
therefore, if people have symptoms such as fever, sore limbs, headache, posterior orbital pain, muscle pain, bone and
joint pain after returning to the country, they should seek medical treatment as soon as possible and implement anti-
mosquito measures. When seeking medical treatment, they should proactively inform the doctor of their recent travel
location for correct diagnosis and treatment. For information related to dengue fever, please visit the CDC Global
Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (0800-001922).
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