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Taiwan found 2 cases of Japanese encephalitis. The public is asked to take

mosquito protection and bring their children at home to be vaccinated on time.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-15 Source:  Department  of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced today (May 15) two confirmed cases of Japanese
encephalitis in Taiwan.
Case lis:
a woman in her 70s from Zuoying District, Kaohsiung City.
May 6, she went to the clinic for treatment on with symptoms such as fever, sore throat, vomiting, and dizziness.
May 7, she went to the doctor again. In the emergency room, she suffered from tremors, slowed speech, and He was
hospitalized for altered consciousness. Later, he was diagnosed with Japanese encephalitis through hospital
notification and examination. He is currently being hospitalized;
Case 2 is:
a man in his 60s from Gangshan District, Kaohsiung City.
May 4, he was hospitalized for upper abdominal pain,
May 6, developed fever,
May 9, developed neck stiffness, facial nerve paralysis, dysphagia, hearing impairment and other symptoms and
consciousness changed, then he was later diagnosed with Japanese encephalitis through hospital notification and
examination.
May 12, he died in the hospital due to worsening of his condition.

The daily activities of both cases are mainly around their homes. There are high-risk places such as pigeonhouses,
pig houses, and paddy fields near their homes. There is no Japanese encephalitis vaccination record in either case. It is
estimated that the possibility of infection is higher near the residence. The health unit has hung mosquito traps in the
pig houses around the case site, strengthened health education propaganda to the local people, and requested medical
institutions to strengthen notifications.

Monitoring data from the CDC shows that as of May 14 this year (2024), Taiwan has a total of 2 confirmed cases,
the Japanese encephalitis epidemic season in Taiwan is from May to October every year, with the epidemic peak from
June to July. The number of confirmed cases in the country during the same period from 2020 to 2023 was 0, 2, 0 and
2 respectively, with more adults over 40 years old, however, all age groups are at risk of infection. The public is
reminded to be more vigilant and not to take it lightly.

The CDC points out that the main vector mosquitoes that transmit Japanese encephalitis in Taiwan are Culex
tritaeniorhynchus, Cx annulus, and Cx fuscocephala, they often breed in rice fields, ponds, irrigation ditches, etc. The
peak blood-sucking period is dusk and dawn. Most people infected with Japanese encephalitis have no obvious
symptoms, those with symptoms will have headaches, fever and other symptoms. In severe cases, there may be changes
in consciousness, inability to distinguish people and places, general weakness, etc., and even coma or death. The public
is advised to try to avoid activities near high-risk environments for vector-borne mosquitoes during peak blood-sucking
hours; If unavoidable, you should wear light-colored long-sleeved clothes and pants, and use government agency-
approved mosquito repellent containing DEET, Picaridin or IR3535 on exposed parts of the body.

The CDC calls on the most effective way to prevent Japanese encephalitis to be vaccinated against Japanese
encephalitis, the routine vaccination schedule for children in our country is to receive the first dose after 15 months of
age, followed by the second dose 12 months apart, CDC remind the public to take their children of appropriate age to
local health centers or contract institutions for vaccination on time to avoid serious sequelae of infection. In addition,
people whose homes or activities are close to high-risk environments such as pig barns and rice fields should implement
mosquito protection. Adults who feel that they are at risk of infection can go to the travel medicine clinic for evaluation
and vaccination at their own expense. For relevant information, please visit the CDC website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw)
or call the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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