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The Mpox virus is evolving again. People who are eligible for Mpox vaccination
are urged to complete the two doses of the vaccine as soon as possible to protect

themselves and others.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-20 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention stated that Taiwan has classified M-pox as a Class II notifiable
infectious disease since June 23, 2022. As of May 19, a total of 367 cases have been confirmed (346 local cases and 21
imported cases), of which, there are 8 new cases this year (6 local and 2 overseas). There are local cases of pox in the
north, central, south and east, indicating that there is still a risk of pox transmission in the community. Another study
shows that a new strain of clade Ib virus has emerged in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which is more risky
for human-to-human transmission. In addition to continuing to closely monitor international Mpox epidemic trends,
CDC calls the public to be reminded not to take the M-pox epidemic lightly, and must pay attention to personal
protection and avoid risky places such as social activities where they may come into close contact with unknown people.
People who are eligible for vaccination should complete two doses of vaccination as soon as possible to protect
themselves and others.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention pointed out that according to monitoring data from WHO and various
countries, the global Mpox epidemic continues to be prevalent. Mpox viruses can be divided into clade I (I) viruses and
clade II (IT) viruses, among them, the second branch (II) virus includes two sub-clades Ila and IIb. It was originally
prevalent in West Africa and has milder symptoms. The latter (IIb) has been the main epidemic strain in the global
epidemic since 2022, and is also the virus strain currently detected in domestic cases; The first branch is prevalent in
Central Africa, with high rates of severe illness and mortality. The Democratic Republic of the Congo is an existing
epidemic area, and the country has reported more than 19,000 suspected Mpox cases and more than 900 deaths since
January 2023, according to research data released in April, a new branch Ib virus strain has appeared in the country
since about September 2023, the risk of human-to-human transmission is higher than that of branch Ia, which was
originally prevalent in the Congo, both Type I and Il viruses have developed from "animal-to-human transmission" to
"human-to-human transmission".

The CDC appeals that though the Mpox branch I (I) virus strain has not been detected in Taiwan, the epidemic
continues internationally and international travel is frequent, vaccination is the most effective way to prevent Mpox
infection, according to statistics, the probability of "unvaccinated people" to be infected with Mpox is about 2 times
that of "people who have received 1 dose of vaccine", and 5 times that of "people who have received 2 complete doses
of'vaccine", therefore, people who are eligible for Mpox vaccination include: those who have had risky sexual behaviors
in the past year (for example, multiple sex partners, sex trade service providers, those who have sex in business premises,
etc.); those who have suffered from sexually transmitted diseases in the past; Or those who have sexual contact with
any of the above situations should complete 2 doses of vaccination as soon as possible, The department also reminded
that 14 days after the first dose of Mpox vaccine, the protection against the disease is only about 40% to 80%, while
after completing the second dose of the vaccine, the protection against the disease can be as high as 90%. In addition,
although vaccination with 2 doses of vaccine cannot 100% prevent Mpox infection, according to international literature,
there are cases of Mpox vaccination that have milder symptoms or fewer lesions than those who have not been
vaccinated, the recovery speed is also faster, and the risk of severe complications can be effectively reduced.

According to statistics from the CDC, as of May 15, 77,981 people have been vaccinated against Mpox, among them,
50,740 people have completed two doses of vaccination. Currently, a total of 164 cooperative medical institutions
across the country can provide vaccination services. Relevant information can be found on the CDC Global Information
Website/Pox Area/Pox Vaccine/Pox Vaccination Service Cooperative Medical Institution Information
(https://gov.tw/3SG), and you can directly click on each Please use the link website of the cooperative institution to
make an appointment.
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The CDC reminds that if you travel to risky areas at home and abroad, you should implement self-protection and
avoid social activities and other risky areas where you may have close contact with unknown people. At the same time,
please pay attention to your own or other people's symptoms and be sure to take appropriate protection. yourself and
reduce the risk of exposure. If skin lesions occur, such as rashes, blisters, macules, maculopapular rashes, pustules, etc.,
as well as fever, chills/chills, headache, myalgia, back pain, joint pain, and swollen lymph glands (such as around the
ears and armpits) , neck or groin, etc.), you should wear a mask and seek medical attention as soon as possible, and
actively inform the doctor of your travel history, exposure history to high-risk areas, and contact history. For relevant
information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic toll-free
epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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