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The international dengue fever epidemic continues, and the domestic rainy season
Is approaching. The public is reminded to strengthen the removal of breeding
sources, implement anti-mosquito measures, and seek medical treatment as soon as

possible if you have suspected symptoms.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-21 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (May 21) that
there were no new local cases in Taiwan last week (5/14-5/20), and there have been a total of 164 confirmed local
cases of dengue fever as of May 20 this year (2024). This is a continuation of the epidemic last year, with a total of
135 cases in Kaohsiung City, 19 in Tainan City, 9 in Pingtung County and 1 in Chiayi County, and a total of 2 severe
cases; There were another 6 newly imported cases. The infected countries were Indonesia and Singapore (2 cases
each), Maldives and Malaysia (1 case each). There are a total of 86 imported cases this year, which is higher than the
same period from 2020 to 2023 (ranging from 2 to 52 cases). The infection places are mainly in Southeast Asian
countries, with Indonesia having the most cases with 41 cases, followed by Malaysia with 17 cases and the Maldives
with 9 cases, the risk of overseas immigration continues, and the public is urged to implement anti-mosquito
measures when traveling to the local area. If you develop suspected symptoms of dengue fever after returning home,
please seek medical treatment as soon as possible.

According to the CDC, since the incubation period of dengue fever is 3 to 14 days, Taiwanese people who are
infected abroad often become ill only after returning home, there are only a few cases where symptoms develop on
board a plane or upon arrival at the airport. If these people who become ill only after returning to the community are
bitten by an Aedes mosquito, the Aedes mosquito will have the ability to transmit the dengue virus 8 to 12 days later,
increasing the risk of local cases. Therefore, if you have fever, sore limbs, headache, posterior orbital pain, muscle
pain, bone and joint pain and other symptoms after returning home, please implement anti-mosquito measures and
seek medical treatment as soon as possible, when seeking medical treatment, please take the initiative to inform the
doctor of your recent travel history to facilitate correct diagnosis and treatment; If medical institutions encounter
suspected dengue fever patients, they can use dengue fever NS1 rapid screening reagents to assist in diagnosis and
report early, so that health units can take early prevention and treatment measures. At the same time, please pay
attention to whether the patients showing serious warning signs and provide appropriate medical treatment in a timely
manner.

According to the CDC, the dengue fever epidemic in neighboring Southeast Asia is more serious than the same
period last year, and imported cases continue to occur in my country, among them, the epidemic situation in
Indonesia is rising, and the epidemic situation in Singapore and Sri Lanka is fluctuating; In addition, the epidemic
continues in the Americas, a total of nearly 7.67 million cases have been reported in the Americas so far this year,
with Brazil in South America reporting the most cases at nearly 6.4 million, the epidemic situation in Argentina,
Paraguay, Peru and other countries is also severe. The U.S. CDC has classified the dengue fever epidemic in Central
and South America as Level 1 on May 16, and calls on tourists to take preventive measures such as mosquito
protection, and people should pay attention to anti-mosquito measures when visiting these places, and wear light-
colored long-sleeved clothes when going out, and use mosquito repellent containing active ingredients such as DEET,
Picaridin or IR-3535 approved by government agencies on exposed skin areas. agent to reduce the chance of
mosquito bites.

The CDC reminds that the index of vector mosquitoes in South Gaoping County and City (Miyamoto's note:
Tainan City, Kaohsiung City, Pingtung County are included here) increased significantly last week, in addition, due to
the influence of the Rainy season front this week, the probability of rainfall in various places has increased, resulting
in an increase in environmental risks. The public is urged to implement “patrol, pour, clean and brush", after rain fall,
be sure to check whether there is any stagnant water around your home and dump the stagnant water. The walls of
water storage containers should be brushed at least once a week and turned upside down or cleared when not in use to
reduce the breeding of vector mosquitoes. For information related to dengue fever, please visit the CDC Global
Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (0800-001922).
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