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Many medical system officials were sacked! Emergency inspections in 10 provinces
Global Times health.huangiu.com 2024-04-30 10:30  Source: China News Network

From the investigation of several deans to the arrest of many officials in the health, drug administration, medical
insurance and other medical systems, the topic of anti-corruption in medicine has attracted much attention in the past
month. Relevant experts pointed out that as the medical reform system is currently being promoted, anti-corruption in
medicine will become normalized and targeted at core figures of power.

01 Many medical system officials were dismissed
Last week, two consecutive directors of the Health Commission of Guangdong Province were investigated and
attracted public attention.

On the morning of April 26, the Guangdong Provincial Commission for Discipline Inspection and Supervision
disclosed that Duan Yufei, the former party secretary and director of the Guangdong Provincial Health Commission,
was suspected of serious violations of discipline and law and is currently undergoing disciplinary review and
supervisory investigation by the Guangdong Provincial Commission for Discipline Inspection and Supervision.

Photo 1: Duan Yufei. Image source: Yangcheng Evening News

Public information shows that Duan Yufei resigned from his position as director and party secretary of the
Guangdong Provincial Health Commission in September 2021. After Duan Yufei resigned, his successor Zhu Hong
was also suspected of serious violations of discipline and law in November last year and voluntarily surrendered to
the Guangdong Provincial Commission for Discipline Inspection and Supervision for disciplinary review and
supervisory investigation.

Photo 2: Zhu Hong (data map)

Not only in Guangzhou, in recent months, many officials holding important positions in the medical insurance,
drug regulatory and other pharmaceutical systems, including the National Health Commission, have been dismissed.
Recently, China Business News reported that according to incomplete statistics, at least 30 people have been
investigated in the pharmaceutical field this year, of which 18 are medical and health system officials, accounting for
more than half; There are 12 people involved in the hospital field.

In addition to the medical system, many people have also been dismissed from medical universities. In April this
year, the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection and the State Supervisory Commission issued a document
naming the Affiliated Hospital of China University of Science and Technology, and required the discipline inspection
and supervision agencies of universities to have a deep understanding of the importance and urgency of carrying out
centralized rectification of corruption issues in the medical field, the “top leaders” were urged to fulfill their
responsibilities as the first responsible person, and they kept a close eye on the “key few” such as leading cadres, as
well as key positions such as pharmaceutical consumables, equipment procurement, inspection and inspection, and
administrative logistics.

According to Xu Yucai, an expert on medical reform, this round of anti-corruption in medicine is not only a delay
of last year’s storm, but also further presents the important feature of covering the entire chain. “Pharmaceutical anti-


https://health.huanqiu.com/article/4HbAEBnlqv9

corruption mostly targets officials in the pharmaceutical field. In fact, it reaches more deeply into senior managers
who can formulate rules and policies, forming a comprehensive anti-corruption network from bottom-level execution
to top-level decision-making.”

Xu Yucai told China News Health that serious corruption exists in the current full-chain transactions in the
pharmaceutical, consumables and medical equipment markets, of which main manifestation is that key decision-
makers use their power to intervene in market competition, influence price determination, and make profits from it.
This reflects the loopholes in the regulatory mechanism and the lack of supervision of power, there is an urgent need
to strengthen system construction and improve the supervision system to ensure fair market competition and public
health rights.

02 10 provinces launch inspections of large hospitals

In early July last year, the National Health Commission and nine departments jointly issued relevant documents
focusing on the current prominent issues of corruption in the pharmaceutical field, as well as key links that are prone
to problems in the entire chain of pharmaceutical purchase, sales and medical services.

This pharmaceutical anti-corruption storm, called “the strongest in history” by the industry, is unprecedented in
depth, breadth and intensity, and has had a profound impact on the pharmaceutical industry. For a time, pictures
posted by many medical institutions saying “Medical representatives are not allowed to enter” appeared intensively
on social media, and many academic conferences were temporarily canceled or postponed, at the same time, the news
that many deans and department directors were investigated has attracted widespread attention.

In December last year, the fifth round of large-scale hospital inspections nationwide was launched. According to
incomplete statistics, at least 10 provinces have made specific arrangements for local hospital inspections.

Among them, corruption has been one of the focuses of previous inspections of large hospitals. For example, the
Gansu Health Commission recently issued a plan that a number of behaviors that violate the integrity of the hospital,
such as “commercial write-offs”, “fraudulent insurance fraud” and “accepting red envelopes”, are included in the
focus of inspections, which also specifically mentioned whether to establish and improve a monitoring and early
warning system and supervision mechanism covering key positions, key personnel, key medical activities, important
pharmaceutical consumables, large medical equipment, infrastructure construction, large-scale repair projects and
other key nodes.

03 Medical anti-corruption becomes normalized

Not long ago, an article published on the website of the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection and the
National Supervisory Commission pointed out that the pharmaceutical field is always on the way to improve
discipline and anti-corruption. It is clarified that it is necessary to avoid tightening at the same time and loosening at
the same time, strengthen supervision of work implementation and control of the pace of advancement, and promptly
correct deviations in understanding policies and inadequate implementation measures, and make adjustments at
discounts to ensure that supervision is effective and effective. Strictly hold accountable those who fail to comply with
orders, make concessions and make changes, ensure the intensity and effectiveness of supervision,

Many industry insiders have analyzed that while anti-corruption in medicine is ongoing, how to reshape the
understanding of profit distribution among all practitioners in the industry chain is an urgent problem that needs to be
solved in this industry.

“Stormy anti-corruption measures can have a strong deterrent effect in the short term, but they are difficult to
achieve in the long term.” Xu Yucai predicts that the high-pressure anti-corruption trend will continue, but in the short
term there may not be the same concentration as last summer. “If there are always typhoons blowing in a place, that
place will soon become a barren land.”

Xu Yucai pointed out that anti-corruption cannot only rely on staged attacks and deterrence, but more importantly,
it is more important to build a complete set of systems and mechanisms to prevent the occurrence of corruption. This
means that future anti-corruption work should be normalized, focusing on improving systems, optimizing
mechanisms, and fundamentally reducing the possibility of corruption through salary system reform and
strengthening legal consequences.

He believes that completely eradicating corruption is an arduous task, but by establishing a more complete
supervision system and increasing penalties, it should become an industry consensus to guide people to be unwilling
and afraid to engage in corrupt behaviors and gradually eliminate the soil where corruption occurs.
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