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Taiwan found a new confirmed case of enterovirus infection complicated by severe
illness. If a child is found to have severe symptoms, he should be sent to a major

hospital for medical treatment as soon as possible
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-16 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention stated today (May 16) that Taiwan has 1 new confirmed case of
enterovirus infection complicated by severe illness, a 7-month-old boy living in northern part of Taiwan developed
fever, head and trunk shaking, and limb incoordination at the end of April this year (2024). When he went to the doctor,
he found throat ulcers and rash, and suspected herpes angina and central nervous system complications, so he was
referred to another hospital for hospitalization. He was diagnosed with enterovirus infection and showed signs of
brainstem encephalitis, after the notification and testing, it was confirmed that the patient was infected with Coxsackie
A2 type and was seriously ill. After treatment, the symptoms improved and the patient has been discharged from the
hospital.


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/uf4Lxh5y7tsL3MnSDwi3TA?typeid=9

According to surveillance data from the CDC, there have been a total of 2 severe cases this year, respectively infected
with Coxsackie A2 and A10 types. Both are children under 1 year old, which is equivalent to the number of cases (3
cases) in the same period last year (2023). Taiwan is currently in an enterovirus epidemic period, and the epidemic
situation has continued to increase recently, and judged that the rising risk of domestic epidemic spread; Laboratory
monitoring showed that enteroviruses were mainly Coxsackie A type, among them, enterovirus A71 and D68 types,
which can easily cause severe symptoms, are detected sporadically and the infection cases are all mild. The public and
personnel of education and childcare institutions are urged to continue to pay attention to preventive measures and be
alert to the precursor symptoms of severe enterovirus.

The CDC reminds that except for enterovirus A71, there is no vaccine available to prevent other enterovirus types
currently; Infants and young children under 5 years old are at high risk for severe enterovirus disease, and the course
of severe disease develops rapidly, when an infant or young child at home is diagnosed with enterovirus infection by a
doctor, please pay attention to observe whether there are signs of severe symptoms, if you notice signs of severe
enterovirus symptoms such as drowsiness, confusion, low energy, weakness or paralysis of hands and feet, muscle
twitching (unexplained fright or sudden muscle contraction of the whole body), persistent vomiting, shortness of breath
or rapid heartbeat, please contact us as soon as possible. Send to a big hospital for treatment to grasp the golden
treatment time.

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention once again appeals that Taiwan is in an enterovirus epidemic
period, enterovirus is highly contagious and can easily spread among siblings in the family, families with infants and
young children under the age of 5 are urged to pay more attention to personal hygiene, develop the habit of washing
hands correctly and frequently, and frequently disinfect and clean items and toys that children frequently come into
contact with, when children are sick, they should rest at home, be appropriately separated from other infants and young
children, and avoid going to public places to reduce the chance of virus transmission.
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