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Mother's Day is coming. We call on the citizens to actively receive the COVID-19
vaccine to provide a protective umbrella for mothers and protect the health of

family and friends together.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-07 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (May 7) that
The domestic COVID-19 epidemic added 229 confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-19 last week (4/30-
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5/6) , an increase from the 185 new cases in the previous week (4/23-4/29). The cumulative Elderly people over 65
years old accounted for 79% of complication cases; In addition, there were 31 new deaths last week, an increase from
the 15 new cases in the previous week. Elderly people over 65 years old accounted for 90% of the cumulative deaths.
The epidemic still has the risk of spreading. In view of the fact that the new coronavirus vaccine can effectively prevent
severe illness and death, this As Mother's Day falls this week, the Department of Disease Control and Prevention urges
that while expressing gratitude and respect, you should also accompany your mother to get the COVID-19 vaccine, so
as to hold up a protective umbrella for her and protect her and the health of her family.

The CDC stated that a total of 2.668 million COVID-19 XBB vaccines have been vaccinated in China so far, with a
national vaccination rate of 11.1%, the first and second dose vaccination rates for those over 65 years old were 20.02%
and 0.78% respectively. Since more than 95% (inclusive) of the confirmed complications and deaths reported in the
local area have not been vaccinated against the new coronavirus XBB vaccine, we call on those who have not received
the first dose to get vaccinated as soon as possible; Elderly people over 65 years old who have had a gap of 12 weeks
(84 days) from the first dose of vaccine should receive the second dose as soon as possible to prevent the immune
protection from expiring and reduce the risk of severe illness or death. Currently, there are approximately 3.089 million
doses of Moderna XBB vaccine and approximately 77,000 doses of Novavax XBB vaccine remaining in the country.
Both brands are safe and effective in fighting the current epidemic. Information on vaccination centers can be found on
the official website of the CDC in the "COVID-19/Pulmonary Chain Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4). For
information on community vaccination stations, please go to the official websites of each county and city.

Monitoring data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows that according to the monitoring
statistics of mutant strains in the past four weeks, the mutant strains detected locally and overseas are mainly JN.1
(accounting for more than 95%), followed by BA.2.86. In addition, international attention is currently paid to JN.1 and
its derivative mutant strain KP.2. The overseas immigration cases were first detected at the end of March (week 13),
and there are currently 6 cases in total; The local cases were first detected in early April (week 14), and there are
currently 4 cases in total. The prevalence trend of mutant strains is continuously monitored.

The CDC further stated that the KP.2 mutant strain (also known as the FLiRT mutant strain) is a progeny mutant
strain of Omicron JN.1 and has several point mutations, current research shows that the transmissibility of KP.2 is about
1.2 times that of IN.1, and it has the potential to become a mainstream mutant strain, but its pathogenicity is relatively
low, the World Health Organization (WHO) listed KP.2 as a variant under monitoring (VUM) on May 3, 2024, existing
data shows that existing rapid screening and PCR and other testing tools can still detect the virus, and vaccination with
the XBB vaccine can still produce antibodies that recognize the JN.1 series of mutant strains; the existing approved
drug (PAXLOVID) continues to be effective. According to data from the Global Initiative for Sharing Influenza Data
(GISAID), as of late April this year, KP.2 accounted for approximately 11.4% of global new coronavirus mutant strains.
29 countries have uploaded 1,488 sequences, of which 420 are mostly from the United States. , followed by the British
group 279, the Indian group 239, the Canadian group 210 and the Australian group 92, distributed throughout Europe,
Asia and America.
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