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The COVID-19 epidemic in Taiwan continues, and people who are eligible for
vaccination are called on to get vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of

serious illness and death after infection and other disease threats
Ministry of Health and Welfare wWww.mohw.gov.tw 2024-05-21 Source:  Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (May 21) that
the domestic COVID-19 epidemic last week (5/14-5/20) added 238 confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-
19, which was equivalent to the 245 new cases in the previous week (5/7-5/13). Elderly people over the age of 65
accounted for 79% of the cumulative complications; there were 20 new deaths last week, an increase from the 13 new
cases in the previous week. Elderly people over the age of 65 accounted for 90% of the cumulative death cases, and the
epidemic still poses a risk of transmission.

According to the CDC, a total of 2.716 million people have been vaccinated with the COVID-19 XBB vaccine in
Taiwan so far, with a national vaccination rate of 11.22%. The first and second dose vaccination rates for those over 65
years old are 20.36% and 1.18% respectively. As the epidemic continues and there is still a risk of transmission, the
XBB vaccine currently provided can produce effective antibodies against the currently circulating JN.1 series of mutant
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strains. People should get vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of severe illness or death. Currently, there
are approximately 2.972 million doses of Moderna XBB vaccine and approximately 63,000 doses of Novavax XBB
vaccine remaining in the country. People who are eligible for vaccination should get vaccinated as soon as possible, in
addition, high-risk subjects such as the elderly over 65 years old who have received one dose should receive the second
dose to enhance immune protection and effectively reduce the rate of outpatient and emergency visits and
hospitalization after infection.

Monitoring data from the CDC shows that according to the monitoring statistics of mutant strains in the past four
weeks, most of the local and overseas mutant strains detected are JN.1, accounting for 85% and 63% respectively. In
addition, the local and overseas proportions of the JN.1-derived mutant strain KP.2 are respectively 6% and 11%, and
continue to monitor the prevalence trend of mutant strains.

The CDC reminds that the risk of domestic epidemic spread has continued recently, since the launch of the new
coronavirus XBB vaccine on September 26 last year (2023), more than 95% (inclusive) of confirmed complications
and deaths in the local area have not been vaccinated against the new coronavirus XBB. The threat of the disease should
not be ignored, and people who are eligible for vaccination are called on to get vaccinated as soon as possible.
Information on vaccination centers can be found on the official website of the CDC at the "COVID-19/Pulmonary
Chain Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4).
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