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Sohu Medicine: The COVID-19 mutant strain KP.2 currently accounts for a very

low proportion in China; No significant increase in its infectivity has been found
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Recently, the topic of "another novel coronavirus strain has struck many countries" has become a hot search topic,
and the FLiRT family represented by KP.2 has attracted widespread attention. According to the National Bureau of
Disease Control and Prevention, KP.2 is the third generation sub-branch of the novel coronavirus Omicron JN.1 variant,
and it is also a sub-branch of the JN.1 variant with strong transmission advantages. It was first detected in samples
collected in India on January 2, 2024. Since February, due to the rapid increase in the proportion of KP.2 among global
circulating strains, the World Health Organization listed KP.2 as a "mutant strain requiring monitoring" on May 3.

What is the current epidemic situation of KP.2?

According to the National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention, at present, the JN.1 mutant strain is
still the dominant epidemic strain in the world. Since the beginning of this year, the proportion of the KP.2 subclade in
the global epidemic strains has gradually increased, from 0.16% in early January to about 14% in early May. Recently,
the prevalence of KP.2 sub-branch in some countries has been relatively high, accounting for 10%-30%.

According to estimates updated by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on May 11, Among the novel
coronavirus strains circulating in the United States in the past two weeks, KP.2 accounts for 28.2%, ranking first, and
JN.1 ranks second, accounting for 15.7%. A report from VerywellHealth in the United States on May 8§, local time,
stated that the spread of KP.2 has been discovered in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada.

How contagious is KP.2?

Among the new mutation sites in KP.2, two are located in the S protein, indicating stronger transmissibility. KP.2,
however, is still a sub-branch of the JN.1 variant, and existing research believes that its transmission advantage will not
be significantly improved compared to other sub-branches of the JN.1 variant. There are no reports that the
pathogenicity and immune evasion ability of KP.2 have significantly changed compared with the currently popular JN.1
variant strain.

According to the judgment of experts from the National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention,
considering that the current KP.2 subclade infection cases account for a very low proportion of local cases in China,
and, the previous epidemic caused by JN.1 in my country has now been reduced to a low level. The possibility of the
KP.2 sub-branch becoming the dominant epidemic strain in my country in the short term and triggering a new peak of
infection is low.

Are the symptoms of KP.2 infection more severe?

The US MedicalXPress reported on May 8, local time, that the infection symptoms of KP.2 are similar to those of
JN.1, including but not limited to fever, cough, sore throat, nasal congestion, headache, etc. An infectious disease expert
from Vanderbilt University School of Medicine said in an interview with verywellhealth that there is currently no
evidence that KP.2 will pose a more serious threat than previous novel coronavirus strains.

Has the KP.2 variant begun to spread in my country?

According to the latest news from the National Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention, the top three major
circulating strains in my country at this stage are JN.1, IN.1.16 and JN.1.4. On March 11, the KP.2 mutant strain was
detected for the first time in local cases in Guangdong. As of May 12, a total of 25 KP.2 sequences have been detected
in local cases in my country. The proportion of KP.2 in the weekly reported local series ranges from 0.05% to 0.30%,
which is at a very low level.

How to prevent KP.2 variant infection?
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The National Agency for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that, as in preventing other Omicron variant
infections, the public should continue to maintain good personal hygiene habits, wear masks scientifically, adhere to a
regular schedule, ensure a healthy diet, and improve the body's immunity.

LI UT(iﬂPEIEEJESC S
FENEEZ: i 5228 Sk KP.2 H AfEEE S EER R - ARA AL AL
HA Efe Tt

FBACH www.sohu.com  2024-05-14 14:39  SEE ;- At

e« TN
fEE : Xx&E
JmtE - WA~ BRI SRt

HH N EREE L E" fEEh EHE > DL KP.2 HRER FLIRT —E5 R T Z2R0F - EREESE
M4 > KP.2 BHrEmERE A IN1 BREE =I5 - & IN1 ZERETEAREREHIHN— LD
0 T 202441 H 2 HAEENFEEREEAREAR P EZUSME] - 2 B PR » 1T KP2 FERBRIRIT R Y S LI R Rk
HRTAHLT 5 A3 HRF KP2FIA “BERMATEZHE -

KP. 2 HRTHIRATIE S AN e ?

EREEER T - BAT  IN1 BRI ERMBIRITIE - SELSK > KP.2 W SAEREKRITHER PR S E
Wi - M1 A EARY 0.16%3 K2 5 B EAIRY 14%/c4 « HTHH - BorESR KP.2 5y ORI ENS - Stk
7 10%—30% -

RAESEERET L S A 11 HEFRINERDE - EETMERITHREREHERT - KP.2 #YSERAT] 28.2% - HF
s — - BERIALEE — /Y0 IN.L > (5EE 15.7% © 35 verywellhealth 2#thit (] 5 H 8 HAYREFH - EE ~ 5
 TIERET LA KP.2 HIEHE -

KP. 2 Byf& it anfar ?

KP.2 iz fir i » H24MrT SEH - #2nEAF NGRS - (2 KP.2 574 IN.1 ZBRAEMNI 57 > BATH
FENN - HARRBRILAE IN. RN 53 S A A KIERHA o BAlARIZEE] KP.2 (VBRI R E I IREE TR
LHIRITHY IN.1 28 264 42 08 B ny ks -

EZREERE R > FEEYET KP.2 WI457 2 B BIERE A L E R S EERE > DU IEATERE IN.1 5[#E
HIRE1H H AR RN EMER/KSE > KP.2 45 A HAN RO B E LR TIREV AT RE MR » 518 Fr— T S iy o]
BEMEMR -

KP. 2 RERHER S B EL?

Z[E MedicalXPress 243thif (5] 5 H 8 HIVIRE R » KP.2 IEFYERS INL K00 EFREERIRETEH - 120 -
WAYR ~ 3~ SKRSE o —CRESURERFEELHIGTIRFLHAEREZ verywellhealth HERVIITFROR - HATIAR
AHIEERI KP.2 L Z AIHIHTE R B SRk i - B AV R -

HKEFIERITKP. 2 BERHKTID?

TEEZ AR ERTUA R FEBL B E BRI TR BEE P ERT =AY IN.1 ~ INLL16 AT IN.14 > 3 H 11 H
ERMITARA LR O EIE] KP.2 55k - #% 5 H 12 H > FEFREA LR EI 3L IE] 25 55 KP.2 51 - Mk
HIVA LS H KP.2 HEEAE 0.05%—0.30% 2 ] » A FARAEIKSE -

AT TR KP. 2 ZE SRR ?

FESRIERE W > STPGEMBEE R R IRECE > SRR EEOREF R DAL > A E
RRPAERIER - IRIEERE IR > el REs] -

20240514A HINEZE : KP.2 (XFETIZESH TELGRITL AL $EI)



